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Family Law: Service by Publication or
Posting

Service by publication or posting are alternate methods of service permitted by the court when
the other party’s whereabouts are unknown. You must receive permission from the court in order
to perform service by publication or posting. The court can only approve your request to serve
documents by publication or posting if you show that the other party cannot be served in any
other manner. You will need to prove to the court that you have made exhaustive attempts to
locate the other party.

Templates and Forms

e Service of Summons by Publication or Posting (Sacramento Court Packet)
(https://www.saccourt.ca.gov/family/docs/fl-service-by-publication-or-posting-packet.pdf)

CAUTION!
The information in this guide applies only to family law cases. For other types of civil cases, see:

e Publication of Summons (https://www.saclaw.org/resource_library/publication-of-summons/)

Common Questions

How do | search for the respondent?

The Sacramento County Su perior Court’s packet (https://www.saccourt.ca.gov/family/docs/fl-service-by-publication-or-
posting-packet.pdf) Offers some suggestions for locating the other party. Additional tips and resources
are described in the "Finding People and Businesses (https://www.saclaw.org/resource library/finding-people-and-
businesses/) .” The Court requires you to make diligent attempts to locate the other party before
permitting you to serve your documents by publication or posting. Be sure to keep detailed
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records of your search.

Should I apply to publish or post my documents?

Service by posting is only available to parties meeting the low income guideline used for fee
waivers. This means you either need to have an approved fee waiver on file with the court, or
you must apply for a fee waiver at the time you file your application for service by posting. If
your income is above that level, you must apply for service by publication.

Where do | publish my documents?

'You must publish your documents in a newspaper of general circulation in the county where the
respondent was last known to reside. A list of these newspapers in Sacramento County is
available on the court’s name/gender change page (under the topic “How Do | File My Forms”)
(https://www.saccourt.ca.gov/self-help/name-gender-change) . YOU may select any of the newspapers on this list.
You may want to call several of the newspapers since fees vary greatly.

Does the court arrange for publication?

No. You, as the party serving documents via publication, are responsible for arranging for
publication of your documents. You are also responsible for ensuring that proof of publication is
filed with the court. Many newspapers will automatically file this for you; be sure to confirm if the
newspaper you choose will do this for you. If not, be sure to pick up the proof of publication from
the newspaper, and file it with the court.

Where do | post my documents?

If the respondent’s last known address is in Sacramento County, your documents will be posted
at the Family Relations Courthouse, 3341 Power Inn Road, Room 100 Bulletin Board, Sacramento,
CA 95826. If the last known address is outside Sacramento County, contact the family law
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courthouse in that county to ask for the posting location.

Does the court arrange for posting?

Yes, if the respondent’s last known address is in Sacramento County. After your Application for
Publication or Posting is approved, the court will post your documents for you at the courthouse.
Court staff will also mail a copy of the appropriate documents to absent party’s last known
address.

If posting will occur in another county, you will need to make those arrangements yourself. You
will need someone over the age of 18 who is not a party to the case to post your documents and
complete the Proof of Service by Posting (FL-985) (http://www.courts.ca.gov/documents/fl985.pdf) at the end of
the posting period. You will also need to have someone over 18 who is not a party to the case
mail a copy of your documents, along with a copy of the Order for Publication or Posting, to the
opposing party’s last known address. This person must then complete a Proof of Service By Mail
(Form FL-335) (nhttp://www.courts.ca.gov/documents/fi335.pdf) and file it with the court.

The Sacramento County Superior Court’s packet (http://www.saccourt.ca.gov/family/docs/fl-service-by-publication-or-
posting-packet.pdf) includes detailed instructions on this procedure in family court. Be sure to read
those instructions carefully. Instructions for completing the forms commonly used in this
procedure can be found below.
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Samples

If images do not appear, do

wnload them as a pdf. (https://saclaw.org/image-samples-37/)

Application for Order for Publication or Posting

FL-88D

ATTRRAET OFR FRARTY s THOIT R TTORME ¥ Wit Shio Dare
"Faul Zample
12354 Main Slresl

WA, AT B FOR COLET LK (Wi F

Your name, addrass and phang numbar. “In Pra

Sacramant, G4, 15514
T . FIG-555-0876
TAAIL SDOPSSS (DAl

Per” means you're representing yourself,

FiX KO (Cpaore]

Court name, address, and

ATy aHD 2P GHE
TSNCH HEME

ATICRKEY FOH %), |y Birgy Par -
SUPERICR COURT OF CALIFGANIA, COLUKTY OF Sacameria ] branch.
SIMEETADONESS: 3341 Powar Inn Raad ]
v aioaiss 3349 Powar lan Road
L—==1 Enter the party names.

Sacramonta, CA 956855
Wiliam . Ridgewoy Family Ralaliong

Faul Sampia
Palricta Sarglke

FETITHINER:
REEPONDENT:
CTHER PARTYSRSENT:

Check the boxes for the arder you are requesting

"] here, and in item (T) or (&

APPLICATION
FoR 7]

FUBLICATION GR

FDH"GEI:TE:I:

[ POSTING

3430130001 2345
| Case number.

1. Publication Request: The palitoner requests thal s sourt Ssue an ordar direcling senvice af the summenE helediniem g

based an Code of Sl Prosed urs
cirautatian fname of prapossd Aay
Dazily Recarder  S——7

0]

If requesting publication, anter tha nama of tha nawspaper. You must
select from the approved list of newspapers, available at
https-Wsaccourt.ca.govioeneralidocs/news ers-gen-circulation. pdf

:u

@

mesquest is based an Code of il Fr

Posting Request: The palilianer requests tal ha cour ssue an order dieching semvice of the summons ligted in ilem 3 by
poaling al e lecation isied baloee. Tha pedticnar has submitted a Raquest fa Wave Cout Fees (farm FW001) This

Foeting loabon fname, oity, and shate of reposed ICEaicn & Sost whnm fespandent is mas! Raly 1 rmeoaie achuai nodiee);

foegue 2eciion 413 31,

—

If requesting posling, anlar the lacation of posting. |n Sacramento,

pesting iz done at the counthouse:
31341 Power Inn Road, Room 100-Bulletin Board, Sacramento, CA

95826,

3. The lngal docsmants to b served aro:
a

J | Sriiens fFamidy Lowl (famm FL-1103

b ] Swow fLinifom Famnfage—Faliton fir Casiody and Suppoe {fom FL-2100
e [ oherisas
If sarving a Summons, chack
the appropriate box, If serving
any other documents, check
“ather” and lizt the other
dacumenis to be served.
Pormsprowed for Crirad Lna APPLICATION FOR ORDER T ———r
Lo e ey 1,203 FOR PUELICATION OR POSTING PR
[Famity Law)
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Application for Order for Publication or Posting (FL-980) (Page 1)

Farty names and case number.

FL-230

CASE MUKNGR:

34-2013-000

FETITINER: Paul San1|:|l~.l"|r
RESFONDENT: Patricia Sample

OTHER PARTYIPAREMNT:

12345

4 Tha respandant cannot wilh reasonakia diligence be sened i any manner specified in Code of Gl Prooady
415.10 through 41540 based on the declaratian bslow.

]

Declaration:
Dagesibe how you Inad fa f-"n'lr-th raspandant. This sasrch oay includi chocking with respandent’s i

Dale and location
where you last
hiad contact with
the respondent.

I last sive o had contact with the respandent on jdwlae): March 12,2011
al {incalonl’ 087 Belmont Ave. #17, Sacmmenlo, CA 95814

kel lrts

Last known home
and work
addresses for the
respondent.

b The last address | have for respondent is:
947 Belmom Ave. ¥17 Sacramento, CA 93814

@, The lasl wark of business address | have for respondent js:
Oried Oak Avenue, Carmichael, CA 95608

I have taken he Tellowing sheps o by o find the respondsnl:

CnApril 12, 313, 1searched the Sacramenio County Recarder and County Tax Assessar indexes, s w
telephane directory. for the names "Patricia Sample,” "Fairicia R. Sample,” and "Patti Sample.” The anl

d.

Frovide a detailed
explanation of
everything you've
done to locate the
respondent.
Include as much
detail as possible.

"Patricia R. Sample” found was in the telephone direetory: 987 Belmam Ave, #17, Socmmenio, C4 958

Om April 14, 2013, rcg.isll:.ml process server Margaret Wilson attemped personal secvice ag thas nddress,
Respondem no longer resides there, sceonding ta the current tenant. M3, Wilson spake with the resident

knowiedge of the Respondent®s whereabows,

On Apal 16, 2013, | speke with Jemry Keating. 2 fiiend of the Respandent, who reported thar he had not
Respendent in severnl months, and lsad no knowledge of her current whereabeuts. On Apel 16, 2003, 1 ¢
Rental, the Respendent”s last known emplayer, and spoke with the manager, Dowe Lasiter, wha sla.n:d
bad quit several weeks prior, and beft no coneet infasmtation. | also called the Respondenrs brathes
wha reporied thai he has not spoken to the Respardent in over a year, and has no knowledge of,

but the
" . . of tlie apartment
acrods e hall, Eayla Filapatrick, who stabed that the Respondens had moved several wecks prior, and thatsbe had s

IF you naed mare
room, check the
biox, and indicate
how many pages
yau are attaching.

April 17, 1 searched the intermet usine Govgle, bt only found a listing for 987 Belmong
also looked w1 Faoebook and My Space, and foursd no information shout the Respond

[ cortinued an the attached declaraticn. Nurnbes af pages attachad:

w17, Sacrmmento, CA. 1
T ewrrent address or lacation,

| Search resulls attached, R

| declare undar peaalty of pédgury uncar the laws of the State of Califoenia thal the faregoing is true and core

Dare: Janunry 20, 2013

»

Paul Sample

(TYPE G5 PHIMT HAME] |SGRATURR OF FETT

N~

IF ywou have print
outs of search
results fram the
internet or other
saurcas, chack
this box and
attach tham 1o
yaur application,

Enfer your name and date, and sign.

FL-6) e Jifeiip 1, 2015

APPLICATION FOR DRDER
FOR PUBLICATION OR POSTING
(Family Law)

Pagm2cr2

Application for Order for Publication or Posting (FL-980) (Page 2)
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Order for Publication

| FL-!!I!ZI

ATTORKMEY OR PARTY WATHOUT ATTORMEY (Mane, Blge Bar nriey, ang’ advessl:
Paul Sample ) Your name, address and phons number, “in Pra

1234 Main Srest - Per” means you're representing yourself.
Sacramanta, CA §5814

l |
FARAL ADCIHESS [Caksesl Court name, sddress, and

ATTORNEY FOR sl 0 Pra Par ____,,..-l"'""'- branch.
SUPERIOR COURT OF GALIFORNIA, COUNTY OF Sﬂﬂ'ﬂmﬁﬁlL/ ]
srrant amomess: 35341 Powar Inn Aoad

wAUKG ADORESS: 3341 Power Inn Road L Entar the party nameas

T kD apcope: Secramants, CA 95826
L eecnnsar William R. Ridgaway Femily Relation |

TELEFHonE no: F1B-556 5076 LI - —

FETITIONER: Paul Sample *_,....---"""'-_ Check the boxes fior the ordaer you are requesting
RESFONDENT: Palrisia Samgpla
CTIER PARTY/PARENT: here, and in item (1) or 2.
' TASE
| ORCERFOR [F1 PUBLICATION OR [ POSTING gq,ﬂgr;ggu-‘z}gs E
1. Puhlication Granted: The cowt finds that tha raspondant cannat be served in eny other mana Case number, l
Coda of Civil Precadure. The G ! M= Tt

“];:*]‘I";“ ’“;;“’-‘“3‘5”3““'3‘ If requesting publication, enter the name of the newspaper. You must
Il moearder select from the approved list of newspapers, available at

2. [ Pasiing Granted: The coun . .
@ Cada of Civil Pracadura and thi hltps:feaceaurt ca.goviganaralidocs newspapers-gan-ciraulatian. paf

listed in ibern B be served by pasling far 28 contnuous days ai the folowing location (adaress):

Agg that thedprumends in Bem G, slong with 1his orgar, be meiled 1o respondent’s last known address (speaiy).

If requesting posting, enter the location of posting. In Sacramenta,
pasting is done at the courthouse:

a [1 ather mein 3341 Power Inn Road, Room 100-Bulletin Board, Sacramento, CA

b [0 msuficient atempts
In addition, enter the respondent’s last known address.

4. [J Posting Denied: The courl denes NG reques 1o post,
& [] Oiher methods nfa-emce Ere passitla.
B[] Patilionar s plsset i el
G [ insutiiclent g Lenve questions 3-5 blnk - the court will prify):
complete these if your request is denied,

8 [ Haearing Required: The cour orders thet 2 hearing be sel io determme ihe patitioner's finencial clrcumatences. If al {kis
hearing Ihe ciurt Seddes that the pelitioner, Gased on financial circumstances, does nal qualify for pesting, then the coun
may arder that the decurmants listed in it=m B be sarved by publicalion.

Hearing data: Timea: Deptl:

2 Docurngnts fo be saréad by publizalion or posting:

a. Summans (Esmily Law) {fom FL-110)
b, [ Summons (Lo Parentage—RPatition for Costedy and Supper) (o FL-210)

o [ Other (specifyl:

7. I, during the 28 days of publication or posting, you locate the respondent's address, you must heve sameone 18 mrgm‘ aga ar

alides miail Ihe docurrents listed in item 6 b2 the respondent along with thi o
Procf of Ssreice by #al (form FL-335). The Judge will sign this farm.

Date:
DAL GIFIGER )
Page i3
o Foarav e Gt L ORDER FOR PUBLICATION OR POSTING ot 1 o oo, 47550
Pl : e
Ihieme Jitmsiy 1, 20124 (Farnily Law)

Order for Publication or Posting (FL-982)
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Proof of Service by Posting

FL-335

_Paul Sample
1234 Main Strest

| ATTORNEY OR PARTY VA THOUT ATTORNEY Wit Sk Sor namder, ind idnmal |

FOR COURTLEE DMLY

Your name, address and phaone number, “In Pro

Sacramento, CA 958 14*

TELEPHOME ML 916-355-9870
E-MAIL ADCREES [Opronal

Per’ means you're representing yourself.

[ R
Court name, address, and

ATTDRNEY FOR (Namal: In

Fro Fer branch.

SUPERIOR GOURT OF GALIFORNIA, GOUNTY OF Sacramepie— |

srreeTapceess 3341 Power Inn Road

warsaroress 3341 Power Inn Road ul

Enter the party names.

CATY AHD IR CODE Sal::_ramentu._ CA 95826

BREMCH MAME

CASE Mumnrr

PETMCKERFLANTIFF. Paul Sample 34-201 3-00012345

rEsFOMDENTIDEFENDaNT: Patricia Sample

OTHER PARENTIPARTY! HEARING QATE Casa numbaer,

HEARRG TIME

CERT..

i PROOF OF SERVICE BY MAIL

NOTICE: To serve tempoerary restralning orders you must use personal service (see farm FL-230),

1. lam atlzast 19 yaars of age, not & party fo this extion, and | e & regident of of empleyed in the county where he maikng losk
place.

Home or business address of
person saring the dacumants,

2. My residence of business address is:
625 Momingsiar Way

Saeramento, CA 95533

List all documenis that were mailad.

3. lserved & copy of the fallowing dacymants (seonifl;

Summons (Family Law
( % ) Check the box that describes the mailing. If the envelope was

placed In a mail box or given 1a the post offica, chack box a. If
it was placed in your business's cutgoing mail, check box b.

by anzlesing them in &n anvelope AND /"

a. Y] depositing the sealed envelope wilh the Uniled States Pastal Serica with tha postage 1uly grepaid

b. [ plaging the arvelaps foe eslleclion and mailing on the data and &t the placa shown n ilern 4 fllowing our ardinany
business practices. | am readily familiar with {his business's praclics for colactng end precassing somespandenca far
rgiling. On the same day lhat corespandence is placed for callection and mailing, & & depasiled in tha ardnany coursa af
buginzss with the Uniled Slales Pesial Sorvice in a sealed ervelope with postege fully prepaid.

4. The enveloge was addressed and mailed as Tollows:

. Name of perscn samved: Patricia Sample The nams and address of the persan being served,

b Address: ORT Belmont Ave. #17

Sacramento, CA 95814 Date documents were mailed,

&, Dale mailed: May 14,2013 .
d. Place of mafing (ciy and stae) Sacramento, CA "-I Citv and State where documents were mailed.

5. [ 1served a request to medily 2 ehild custody, visitatian, or child suppor judgment or penmanent ceder which included an
address varification declaration. {Declaration Sagardng Address Vanficarion—Pasiiudgment Requast fa Moy & Chirg
Cirslody, Visitafian, ar Ctid Suppord Ordar (form FL-334) may ba used for this purpossa.)

& [ daclare under genalty of pequry un ] Efar ing & frue end comect
Date: Mav 14, 2013 i Sarver must sign and data this form.

Sally Server ¥V

[TFFE BR FRNT NAME) (EHIHATLAE GF PERSDN COMFLETIHG THIE FOAW)
Fage a1

Codn of Chdl Frocegure, B 1004 10130

s et PROCF OF SERVICE BY MAIL

A gl Cpiomia

This form is completed by the person who posts vour documents once the posting period is over.
If your decuments are posted in Sacramento County, court staff will complete this step for you.

Proof of Service by Posting (FL-985)
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Proof of Service by Mail

FL-985
HTTORMEY OR PARTY 'ATTHOLT ATT ORMEY [Nire, Slate Derapnber, pnd aoregs) | -
Paul Sanmgle
s Maifwm N Your name, address and phons numbsr, “In Pro
Sacramants, CA 95814 Per" means you're representing yourself.
TELERHDNE rd: ME-555-50TE i b0, fyasared) L
E-Meil ADDRESS [Dasass) Court name, address, and
ATTCRHEY FOR jNarel |0 Pro Per 11 branch.
SUPERIOR COURT OF CALIFQRNIA, COUNTY OF Sacramentos
ETHEETADDREER 3349 Power Inn Road |
wamEAnoREss 3341 Power Inn Road L Enler the party namas,

STy ANSZIPCOCE:  Sacramaento, GA 05826
~ mmakeniene  WWiliam R, Ridgaway Family Relations Ca
PETITIOMER:  Paul Samgle

RESFONDENT:  palricia Sample = -
DOTHER PARTY!PARENT: 58 numbear.

CATE MLWBER:
PROOF OF SERVICE BY POSTING | W-201 300012345

1. Atthe fime of service | was &1 l2ast 18 years of age and not & party to this action. | served the respondant by posting ceples af;
8. Sumeaigns (Family Law) (farm FL-110
b. :I Sumemnes (Unifarm Parenlage—Psiin
e 1 Other jspeaify:

FL:-2101
If posting a Summons, check the appropriate box. If posting any

other documents, check "other” and list the other documents to be
sarvad. This must match question & af your Application and Ordar.

Enter the: location of posting. This must match the lacation
listed on question 2 of your Application and Order.

2. Lecation where documants were postad: SEM:::: In o, Bom 2 14-Bulletin Board, Sacmpusda ol 05570
. —— Dates during which the
documents ware posted.

3. Date whan documents wers first posted: Jupe 1, 2003
Dale whan documends wena ramaved [documant musf be posfed af feest 28 days): Joee 30, 2013

4. My Neme: Sally Server - Mame, address, and telephone
My Address) G625 Momingstar Way Sacromento, CA %5833 =l number of the person posting
the dacuments

My Talephone Mo.: 916-555-4560
I am jepecifyl -
a. [ exempt from registration undss Busiess and Prefessions Cods section 2 Check the bax that describes the

b nat TR persan wha posted the documants.
¢ [ aregistered Californio pracess server. [ anemployee or [ an mgepeneant contracigr

E?I- Eiﬂl:?:rmmn Mo, Check this bax

5. 1 I under penalty of parjury under the lawe of the Stale of Califomia that the foragaing i Irue and coract,
-or—
6 [ 12ma Califorria shientf, marshel, or constanle, and | cerify that the foregoing is tree and camesl.

Datg: June 30, 2013

‘_a"ewer must sign and date this

Eally Server "
(TAENE CF PENSDR WHO STRVED FATERS) I1SIGHATURE OF PERZON WHE SERTD PARERE)

If your reguest 1o serve your documents by posting is granted, a copy of the Oveder for Publication or Posting
{FL-282) and all the documents to ke posted must be mailed to the respondent’s last known address by someone
aover 18 wha is nol a party o the case. That person must complete this form, and retum it o you for [ing.

Proof of Service by Mail (FL-335)
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