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Family Law: Service by Publication or
Posting

Service by publication or posting are alternate methods of service permitted by the court when the other party’s
whereabouts are unknown. You must receive permission from the court in order to perform service by
publication or posting. The court can only approve your request to serve documents by publication or posting if
you show that the other party cannot be served in any other manner. You will need to prove to the court that
you have made exhaustive attempts to locate the other party.

Templates and Forms

e Service of Summons by Publication or Posting (Sacramento Court Packet) (https:/mwww.saccourt.ca.gov/family/docs/fl-
service-by-publication-or-posting-packet.pdf)

CAUTION!
The information in this guide applies only to family law cases. For other types of civil cases, see:

e Publication of Summons (https://lwww.saclaw.org/resource_library/publication-of-summons/)

Common Questions

How do | search for the respondent?

The Sacramento County Superior Court’s packet (https:/iwww.saccourt.ca.gov/family/docs/fl-service-by-publication-or-posting-packet.pdf)
offers some suggestions for locating the other party. Additional tips and resources are described in the “Finding
People and Businesses (https:/iwww.saclaw.org/resource_library/finding-people-and-businesses/) .” The Court requires you to make
diligent attempts to locate the other party before permitting you to serve your documents by publication or
posting. Be sure to keep detailed records of your search.

Should I apply to publish or post my documents?

Service by posting is only available to parties meeting the low income guideline used for fee waivers. This
means you either need to have an approved fee waiver on file with the court, or you must apply for a fee waiver
at the time you file your application for service by posting. If your income is above that level, you must apply for
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‘service by publication.

Where do | publish my documents?

You must publish your documents in a newspaper of general circulation in the county where the respondent
was last known to reside. A list of these newspapers in Sacramento County is available on the court’s website
(http://www.saccourt.ca.gov/general/docs/newspapers-gen-circulation.pdf) . YOU may select any of the newspapers on this list. You
may want to call several of the newspapers since fees vary greatly.

Does the court arrange for publication?

No. You, as the party serving documents via publication, are responsible for arranging for publication of your

documents. You are also responsible for ensuring that proof of publication is filed with the court. Many

newspapers will automatically file this for you; be sure to confirm if the newspaper you choose will do this for
ou. If not, be sure to pick up the proof of publication from the newspaper, and file it with the court.

Where do | post my documents?

If the respondent’s last known address is in Sacramento County, your documents will be posted at the Family
Relations Courthouse, 3341 Power Inn Road, Room 100 Bulletin Board, Sacramento, CA 95826. If the last
known address is outside Sacramento County, contact the family law courthouse in that county to ask for the
posting location.

Does the court arrange for posting?

Yes, if the respondent’s last known address is in Sacramento County. After your Application for Publication or
Posting is approved, the court will post your documents for you at the courthouse. Court staff will also mail a
copy of the appropriate documents to absent party’s last known address.

If posting will occur in another county, you will need to make those arrangements yourself. You will need
someone over the age of 18 who is not a party to the case to post your documents and complete the Proof of
Service by Posting (FL-985) (http://mww.courts.ca.gov/documents/fiogs.pdf) at the end of the posting period. You will also
need to have someone over 18 who is not a party to the case mail a copy of your documents, along with a
copy of the Order for Publication or Posting, to the opposing party’s last known address. This person must then
complete a Proof of Service By Mail (Form FL-335) (nttp://www.courts.ca.govidocuments/fi335.pdf) and file it with the court.
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The Sacramento County Superior Court’s packet (http://www.saccourt.ca.gov/family/docs/fl-service-by-publication-or-posting-packet.pdf)
includes detailed instructions on this procedure in family court. Be sure to read those instructions carefully.
Instructions for completing the forms commonly used in this procedure can be found below.
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Samples

Application for Order for Publication or Posting

FL-18D
1

Faul Sample
1234 Main Slresl
Sacramanta, CA 95314

AL ADOPLES (D)

TEimae . F16-555-9076

ATTRRAR T QR FARTY WATHOHIT A TTORMEY Wi Tlrio Dar eurbar, 58 B0

P

FOW COUET LEF QML

Your name, addrass and phang numbsar. *In Prao

L e

Per” means you're representing yourself,

Court name, address, and

ETAEZT AOOHEST
ML ADOHESS
ATy aHD I GHE
BWANTH HEME

ATTCAREY FOH Ml |y Pro Par -
SUPERICR COUAT OF CALIFOANIA, COUNTY OF Satfamerta

3341 Powar Inn Road
3241 Powsar Inn Raad

branch.

=1 Enter the party names.

FETITHINER:
REEPOMDENT:

Sacramonta, GA 956835
Wiliam R, Riggeway W T
Paul Samela Check the boxes for the arder you are requasting

Palrcla Sarple

OTHER PARTYFRSENT:

]

here, and in ftem (1) or &

FoR 2]

APPLICATION FaNBROER

PUELICATIONGR [ POSTING

3490130001345 |
Case number.

1, Publication Request: The palitoner requasts thal Wb sourt Ssue an ardar directing senvico af the sarnmons hiledin tem 3

based an Code of Sl Proced ure
ciroutation fname of prapesed ngy
Dazily Recarder  S—

@

If requesting publication, anter tha nama of the nawspaper. Yol misl

select from the appraved list of newspapers, available at
https-=accourt.ca govigeneralidocs/news ers-gen-circulation. pdf

poating al lhe lecabion isled baloe

lf—

3. The lngal docsmants ta ke served aro:
a |
b [ S
e [

Paeting Request: The pelilianer requests tal the cour #sue an order discting senvice of the summens listed in ilem 3 by

fequest is based an Code of Civl Frocecune section 413 30,
Poeting hocation fname, oify, and shate af propased (ceaiion & post whom respancent is mas! Nealy 0 recehee aclunl nodiea);

That peaticrar has submiied a Raguest d Waivs Cour Fees (farm FW.001) This

If requesting posling, anlar the localion of posting. In Sacramento,

posting is done at the counthouse:
3341 Power Inn Road, Room 100-Bulletin Board, Sacramento, CA

95826,

s fFamily Lowl [famm FL-110)
{Ueaifarm Faranfige—Palitian fov Caslody and Suppev) {fom FL-290)

If sarving & Summons, chack
the approgriate box, If serving
any other documents, check
“other” and list the cthes
dacumentis to be served.

e Pt APPLICATION FOR ORDER = n'wvm-Igz:li s
FL-330 [Horw Joruary 1, 2013 FGH mLICan OH POETING R CORTE O gy
[Famiily Law}

Application for Order for Publication or Posting (FL-980) (Page 1)
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Farty names and case number,

FL-230¢

CASE MUMIOFR:

A
FETITIINER: Paul Smnphf

RESAORDENT: Pafricia Sample

OTHER PARTYIPOREMNT:

33-2013-00012345

4 Tha respandant cannot wilh reasonable diligenca be served in any manner specifed in Code of Civl Procady
41510 through 41540 based on the declaration bslow.

Declaration:
Duagcsibe how you Ined fa Fod e respondent. This saerch may include checking with respandent's 1

am

Date and location
whera you last
had contact with
the respondent,

6. | last sae o had contact with the respandent on (giwla): March 12, 2011
al {incsonl 087 Belmont Ave. #17, Saemmenlo, CA 95814

e

Last known home
and work
addresses for the
respondent.

b The last address | have for respondent is:
287 Belmom Ave. #17 Sacrmmento, CA 93814

@, Thea lasl waik of business address | have for respondenl is:
Gried Oak Avenoe, Carmichael, CA 95608

d. 1hase taken [he felowing skeps o by o find the respondenl:

CinApril 12, 313, 1searched the Sacramenio County Recarder and County Tax Assessar indexes, s w
telephane direciory, for the names "Patricia Sample,” "Fairicia R. Sample,” and "Patti Sample.” The anl
"Patricia R. Sample” found was in the telephone direetory: 987 Belmant Ave, #17, Socmmerio, ©4 958

Provide a detailed
explanation of
everything you've
done to locate the
respondent.
Include as much
detail as possible.

acroas the hall, Kayla Fitmatrick, who stated that the Respondent had moved several wecks priar, and th
knowledge of the Respondem®s swhereabaws,

On Apal 16, 2013, | spoke with Jemy Keating. a fiiend of the Respandent, who reported that ke had not
Respendent in severl menths, and lsad no knowledee of her current whereabouts. Cn Apeil 16, 2013, 1
Rental, the Respendent”s last known emplayer, and spoke with the manager, Dowy Lasiter, who stated
bad quit several weeks prior, and b2t no conspet information. | also called the Respondenrs brothes,
wha repered that he has not speken te e Respandent in over 2 year, and has no knowledge of,

Om April 14, 2013, rcg,islu.:fcd process server Margaret Wilson atbemipied persomal secvice ag thag nddress, but the
Respondent no langer resides there, zceonding ta the current tenant. M3, Wilson spoke with the resident of the apartment

If you need mare
rogom, check the
biox, and indicate
how many pages
vau are attaching.

April 17, 1 searched the intemet using Google, but only found a listing for #RT Belmong
also looked w1 Faoebouk and MySpace, and foursd no information shout the Respond

[ cantinued an the atiached declaration. Mumber af pages attached:

w17, Bacrmmento, CAL 1
T ewrrent address or lacation,

| Search resulls altached. f—

| declare undar penaty of perury uncar the laws of the State of Califeenia thal the faregoing is true and core o]

Dare: Janunry 20, 2013

»

Paul Sample

(TYPE 08 HINT RANE] |SGRATURE OF FETT

N

If you have print
outs of search
results fram the
internet or other
saurcas, chack
this box and
attach tham 1o
yaur application,

Enter yoaur name and date, and sign,

FL-x) frbire Jifvaip 1, 5005

APPLICATION FOR DRDER
FOR PUBLICATION DR POSTING
(Family Law)

a

Pagm2cf2

Application for Order for Publication or Posting (FL-980) (Page 2)
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Order for Publication

: FL-2B2
1

Your name, addrass and phons number, “In Pra
Per” means you're representing yourself.

ATTORHIET GR PARTT WATHCUT ATTRRMET (Mans, B Bar nveier, ang’ adiessl:
rPaul Sample _

1234 Main Sreet -
Sacramanto, CA $5814

TELEFHIMNE MO 165555076

| |
T Co— Court name, address, and

ATTEENEY PO el |0 Pra Par ____,,...-l""'"— branch.

FAX D (O ztzow]

SUPERIQR COURT OF CALIFORNIA, COLUNTY OF anmﬁm://_ f
sTRART AnoRrss 3541 Powar Inn Road
waUkG s00RESE 3341 Power Inn Read

L1 Entar the party names
Gt sknarcooe: Secramanta, Gh 95826

| eesscnnsars Willism R Ridgaway Femily HelaticM |

PETITIONER: Paul Sample Chick the baxes fior the arder you are requesting
RESFONDENT: Palrizia Samgle
GTHER PARTYIPARENT:

here, and in item (1) or (2.

TASE MUMEETE E

| ORDER FOR [£] PUBLICATION OR [ | POSTING 34-201 300012345

1. Puhlication Granted: The cowt finds that tha respandant cannat be served in eny ofher mann Case number,

Coda of Civil Precadure. The G ! Me=n T

wael for four successive wee  [f raquasting publication, enter the name of the newspaper. ¥ou must

Daily Recorder . ;
5 [ ] Posting Granted: The couT select from the approved list of newspapers, available at

Cada of Civil Pracadura and tha hltps:fsaceaurt cagoviganaralidocsnewspapers-gan-ciraulatian. pdf
listed im ibern & be served by posling for 28 contnuous days a1 the following location (eddress);

cumerds in &em G, along with 1hes order, be mailed 10 respendent's last known address jspaci:

2 | Publishing Den|
a [ 1 olher meh

If requesting posting, enter the location of posting. In Sacramento,
pasting is done at the courthouse:
3341 Power Inn Road, Room 100-Bulletin Board, Sacramento, CA

b [ moswtficien atiempls
In addition, enter the regpondent’s last known address.

4, [] Posting Denied: The courl denks e reques o posl,
& [ oher ITIEI1|'III|5 nf&emce Bre passitla.
b [ | Patilionar i s S i
c. [ insutiiclent g Leve guestions 35 blmk - lh-c ol will i)
complete these if your request is denied,

5 [ Hearing Required: The cour orgers thet 8 heanrg b2 sel to determne the patilioner's financial clrcumatencas. If al his
hearing Ihe ciurt Seddes tha the pelitioner, Gased on financial circumstances, does nal qualify for pesting, than e caun
may order that the docurnants listed in item B be served by publicalion,

Hearing data: Tima: Dept:

8 Docurngnts fo be sarded by publizalion or posting:

a. Summans (Esmily Law) {fom FL-110)
b, [ Summons (Unifomm Parentage—Ratition for Custedy and Supper) (form FL-210)

o [_] Other {specify):

7. I, during the 28 days of publication or posting, you locate the respondent's address, you must heve sameons 18 :.neargoa‘ aga or

aldes mail Ihe docureants lisked in item 6 b2 the respondent along with th o
Froof of Sarvice by Mall {form FL-335). The Judge will sign thiz form.

Date
NTCIAL GIFICER T
Pagmicid
Fam Aperaedior Dyroral Ly ORDER FOR PUBLICATION OR POSTING TG T s

L2 | Jarwainy 1, 2012 [Farnily Law)

Order for Publication or Posting (FL-982)
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Proof of Service by Posting

FL-335
ATTORNEY CR PARTY VI THOUT ATTORNEY Miie. S Bor namder, smd ksl | FOR COURT LAE WL Y
_Paul Sample
1234 Main Strest N Your name, address and phane number, “In Pro
Sacramente, CA 938147 Per’ means you're representing yourself.
TELEPHOME MO 916-355-9870 Fun 40, jCoronad) I
E-WAIL ADCRESS {Cygonsl: Court nams, address, and
MTOFREVEOR M= 1y Proy Pee branch.

SUPERIOR COURT OF CALIFORN|A, COUNTY OF Sat:na‘n_l_gmg.-—"" -

srreeTapceess 3341 Power Inn Road

wurcaronnss 3341 Power Inn Road == Enter the party names.

£V AHD BR CODE E‘.ac_ramer‘-tn._ CA 95826

BREMCH MAME

CASE MuNnIr:

34-2013-00012345

PETMCKERPLANTIFF. Paul Sample

rREsFOMDENTIDEFENDaNT: Patricia Sample

OTHER PARENTIPARTY: HEARIHG Q4TS Case number.

| HEARIG TIME
l PROOF OF SERVICE BY MAIL -

NOTICE: To serve temporary restralning orders you must use peréonal service (see farm FL-230),

1. lam atkaast 18 yaars of age, not & party to this exlion, and | e a resident of or empleyed in the county where the maikng Issk

place.
2. My residence of busingss address is: Home or business address of
623 Momingsiar Way = pefeon saring he dacumants,

Sacramento, CA U5533

List all documenis that were mailad.

3. lserved & copy of the fallewing dacumants (Soeeilfl;

5 i (Famnily Law
ummans (Family Law) Check the box that describes the mailing. If the envelope was

placed In a mail box or givan 1a the post office, chack box a. If
by orclosing Wem | o ANEI'/J it was placad in your business's cutgeing mail, check box b,
y anclosing them in &n anvelope

a. [¥ ] depositing the sealed envelope wilh the Uniled States Pastal Sprca with 1ha postage luly grepaid

b. [ plaeing the envelape for eolleclion and mailing on the data and &t the placa shcwn n iterm 4 following our ardinany
business praclices. | am maadily familiar with {his business's praclice for colactng end precassing comespandence far
mgiling. On the same day lhat cerrespandence is placed for callection and mailing, & & depasiled in tha ardneny coursa of
buginzss wilh the Uniled Slales Postal Service in a sealed onvelope with postage flly prepaid,

4 The enwelipe was addressed and mailed as follows: The nams and address of the person being served,
B Mama of parscn sanied: Patricia Sample

b Address: QBT Belmont Ave. #17 i
s, i 0 Date documents were mailed.

¢ Date mailed: May 14, 2013 o

d. Place of mafing (cly and stafe) Sactamento, CA *—I Citv and State where documents were mailed.

5. [ 1served a request to medily a ehild custody, visitatian, or child suppor judgment or penmanent ceder which included an
address varification declaration. {Declaration Sagardeg Addrees Vanlicaon—Pasiiudgment Requast fa Moddy & Chirg
Corgtody, Vistalion, ar Ciild Suwpport Crrdar (form FL-334) may be used for this purpode.)

& I daclare under panalty of pedury un ! Efapr ing & rue end correcl
Date: Mav 14, 2013 i Sarver must sign and data this form.

Sally Server V

[TYFF 0F FRINT FLAME) GEKIHATURE GF PERSON COMSLETING THIS FOaN,
Pags 1401

P o e L PROOF OF SERVICE BY MAIL o o £ Frocscsn, B 1013, 10130

This form is completed by the person who posts vour documents once the posting period is over.

If your decuments are posted in Sacramento County, court staff will compete this step for you.

Proof of Service by Posting (FL-985)
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Proof of Service by Mail

FL-985
ATTORMEY OR PARTY WITHOUT ATT ORMEY [Nirsw, Stale [er apmber, aag' agsmgs] | "
“Paul Samgle
e Maifwm _ Your name, address and phone number. “In Pro
Sacramento, CA 95814 Per’ means you're representing yourself.
TELEPHOME M- 915-555-5876 Futcs, b0, iyasad) L
E-WAIL ADDRESS D) Court name, address, and
ATTCRHEY FOR (Novel |0 Pro Per 1| branch.
SUPERIOR COURT OF CALIFGRNWA, COUNTY OF Sacramento
STHEETADDRESS 3349 Power Inn Road |
wanpE ARDRESS: 3341 Power Inn Road L1 Enler the party names.

PETITIONER:  Paul Samgle

RESPONDENT- Palricia Sample
OTHER PARTY/PARENT: Casa number.

oY Ao DIFCRCE  Sacramanto, CA 05826
~ mmaktHenE  WWiliam R, Ridgaway Family Relations Ca

CATE WWBER:
PROOF OF SERVICE BY POSTING | 34-2013.00012345

1. Atthe fime of service | was &f least 18 years of age and not & party 1o this action. | served the respondant by posting ceples af;
8. Sumeigns (Family Law) (farm FL-110
b. [ Swmnoes (L Parerslmme—Pa{in
e 1 oOther jspesify):

FL:2101
If posting a Summons, check the appropriate box. If posting any

other documents, check "other” and list the other documeants to be
sarvad. This must match question & af your Application and Ordar.

Enter the: location of posting. This must match the lacation
listed on question 2 of your Application and Order.

2. Lecition where documents ware posted: Sﬂ-m Tnn Bowd, Bom 2 14-Bulletin Board, Sacmpuua ol 15510
: —— Dates during which the
documents ware posted.

3. Date whan cocuments wers first posted: Jupe 1, 2003
Dale when documens wene ramaoved jdocameant must be posfed af Teast 28 days): Jue 30, 2003

4. My Neme: Sally Server -— Name, address, and telephone
My AdIress) G35 Momingstar Way Sacromento, CA %5833 =l number of the person posting
the dacuments

My Talephone No.: 916-355-4560
I am jepeaifyl -
a. [_] exemptfrom registration undes Business and Prefessions Coda section 2 Check the bax that describes the

b, nat TTTSCSES EaaT person wha posted the documants.
e [ =registered California process server. [ anemployesor [ an mdepencan contracior

E?I- Eﬁﬂ'ﬂ;m" Mo, Check this bax

5. 1 eRICITE under penalty of parjury under the lawe of the Stale of Califamia that the foragpaing is Irue and comact,
-or—
6 [ 1ama Califorria shientf, marshel, or constasle, and | cerify that the feregoing is trea and camesl.

Datg: June 30, 2013
Server must sign and date this

Sally Server "

MAME OF PENSIM WH STFVED PATERS) I5IGHATURE OF PERSON WHO SEMID PARERE)

If your request 1o serve your documents by posting is granted, a copy of the Oveder for Publication or Posting
(FL-282} and all the documents to be posted must be mailed to the respondent’s last known address by someone
aver 18 wha s nol a party o the cose. That person must complete this form, and returmn it o you for [ing.

Proof of Service by Mail (FL-335)
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