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Debtor's Examination

A debtor’s examination, also known as an order of examination, is often a preliminary step before
initiating collection efforts.

This examination is a formal court proceeding in which the judgment creditor may question the
debtor to obtain information about the location and value of the judgment debtor’s assets,
including paychecks and other sources of income, bank accounts, stocks and other investments,
and personal and real property.

Note: A different set of rules and forms for debtor’s examinations apply to consumer debt
judgments awarded after Jan. 1, 2025. “Consumer debt” is often credit card debt, but it can be
any debt for personal, family, or household purposes (not including rent). The Judgment (JUD-
100), item 7 (in civil cases) or Notice of Entry of Judgment (SC-130 or SC-200) item 9 or 10 (in
small claims cases) will indicate if it includes consumer debt. See “How to Get a Debtor’s
Examination in Consumer Debt Cases (https://selfhelp.courts.ca.gov/civil-lawsuit/judgment/collect/ask-debtor-exam-
consumer-debt) ” from the Judicial Council’s self-help site for more details.

Templates and Forms

e Application and Order for Appearance and Examination (EJ-125)
(https://www.courts.ca.gov/documents/ej125.pdf)

e Attached Declaration (MC-031) (https://www.courts.ca.gov/documents/mc031.pdf)

e Civil Bench Warrant Local Form - (CV\E-127A) (https://www.saccourt.ca.gov/forms-fees/-folder-28-
637#docfold 637 988 14 28)

e Sheriff's Instructions (SER-001) (https://www.courts.ca.gov/documents/ser001.pdf)

This procedure may also be used to question a third party who may be in possession of the
judgment debtor’s assets, or owe debts to the judgment debtor.

For a complete list of our guides and videos on enforcement of judgments, visit our Enforcing
Judgments topic Page. (https://saclaw.org/legal topic/enforcing-a-courts-judgment/)

Before you begin filling out your forms, you will also need a file-stamped copy of your judgment.
Note: If your judgment was issued before Nov. 13, 2007, you must order it ahead of
time. This will take at least 10 days. See Court Records and Certified Copies of Documents
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(https://www.saccourt.ca.gov/divisions/civil/civil-records) for more information.

Step-by-Step Instructions

@ Complete the Form and Call to Reserve a Hearing Date

Fill out the Application and Order for Appearance and Examination (EJ-125). A sample with
instructions is located at the end of this guide.

To examine a third party (someone who is not a named party in the case), you must attach a
declaration indicating that you believe the third party is in possession of the debtor’s assets or is
indebted to the judgment debtor in an amount exceeding two hundred fifty dollars ($250), and
describing the basis of your belief. You may write your declaration on this Judicial Council form:
Attached Declaration (MC-031) (http://www.courts.ca.gov/documents/mc031.pdf) .

The declaration must be attached to your application.

In Sacramento County, orders of examination are currently held on Fridays between 9:00 a.m.
and 12:00 p.m. Reserve your date and time before filing your documents by calling the
Department 11B clerk at 916-874-7561. The date will be a minimum of 45 days after you file your
papers, and may be longer. You may be given a choice of dates, so have your calendar handy.

Write the date you are assignhed on the Application and Order for Appearance and Examination
(EJ-125).

From time to time, Sacramento changes which department is assigned the Order of Examination
Calendar. For current info and details about reserving dates, visit the Sacramento County Court’s
FiIing Guidance Page (https://www.saccourt.ca.gov/divisions/civil/filing-guidelines-department-information) , under “Other
Civil Calendars.”

@ File Your Forms

To obtain your Order for Appearance and Examination, file the following items with the court:
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Application and Order for Appearance and Examination (EJ-125), including the Attached

Declaration (MC-031), if needed (original + 2 copies).

e If your judgment was issued before Nov. 13, 2007, include a file-endorsed (stamped) copy
of it.

e Filing fee, check or money order only ($60 per application when this was updated; see the

Sacramento Court’s Fee Schedule

(https://www.saccourt.ca.gov/home/showpublisheddocument/219/639084032985130000) for current fees).
e Self-addressed, stamped envelope, if you would like the clerk to mail you a signhed copy of
the order.

You may file these documents in person in the Dropbox in the filing room on the second floor of
the Tani G. Cantil-Sakauye Courthouse (500 G Street). If you do, mark on the cover sheet
whether you want to pick the paperwork up from the court or have the clerk mail it to you. You
may also file by mail. If you file by mail, please allow extra time for processing your paperwork.

After receiving your documents, the clerk will forward them to the judge for signature. Once
signed, the clerk will mail you a copy, if you provided a self-addressed, stamped envelope.
Otherwise, you may print a copy of the signed Application and Order for Appearance and
Examination (EJ-125) from the court’s website.

@ Have Your Order Personally Served

You must have the order served at least 30 calendar days before the date of examination if
examining the judgment debtor, or at least 10 calendar days before the date of the
examination if examining a third person. If the examination is of a third person, you must also
have a copy of the order served personally or by mail on the judgment debtor at least 10
calendar days before the date of examination.

If you want the option of having a bench warrant issued if the examinee does not appear,
service must be made in person by a sheriff or a registered process server. To have
your documents served by the Sacramento County Sheriff’'s Department, submit the following
documents to the Sheriff’s Civil Bureau at 2969 Prospect Park Drive, Suite 200, Rancho Cordova
CA 95670:
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e Request for Sheriff to Serve Court Papers (nttps://www.courts.ca.gov/documents/ser001.pdf) (SER-001)

e Application and Order for Appearance and Examination (EJ-125) signed by the judge
(original + 1 copy)

e Fee for service (currently $50; see Sacramento Sheriff Fee Schedule
(https://www.sacsheriff.com/documents/civil/FEE%20SCHEDULE%20-%202025.pdf) for current fees)

After serving your documents, the Sheriff will mail the proof of service to you. If you hire a
registered process server, ask that the proof of service be returned to you, rather than the court.
You must file the proof of service in Department 11B on the day of your hearing (Local Rule 2.10

(https://www.saccourt.ca.gov/general-information/local-rules-standing-orders) )

@ Attend the Hearing

When you arrive at the courthouse, check in with the clerk in Department 11B, and turn in your
proof of service. The judgment debtor or third-party examinee will be given an oath, and the
examination will be conducted privately between the parties. There is no court reporter provided
for this type of hearing, but you may hire one if you wish. Court reporters can be found in the
yellow pages under “Court Reporters” or “Legal Services,” or from the National Court Reporters
Association’s online directory. (https://www.ncra.org/ncra-prolink)

Be sure to have questions prepared ahead of time, to ensure you don’t forget anything.
Finding Sample Questions to Ask the Examinee
These resources have examples of the questions that can be helpful:

e California Courts Self-Help Website - Sample Questions to Ask a Debtor

(https://www.courts.ca.gov/11328.htm)
e How to Collect When You Win a Lawsuit in California KFC 1065 .Z9 H69 Appendix
e Enforcing Civil Money Judgments, KFC 1065 .065 Appendix D
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@ If the Examinee Does Not Show Up

If you have filed a proper proof of service showing that the examinee was served in a timely
manner by a sheriff or registered process server, the court will order the issuance of a bench
warrant for the examinee’s failure to appear (CCP §§ 708.170(a)(1)(A), 708.170(a)(1)(B)
(http://leginfo.legislature.ca.gov/faces/codes _displaySection.xhtmI?lawCode=CCP&sectionNum=708.170.) ) To have the warrant
issued, you must submit the following Sacramento County local forms to the court:

e Civil Bench Warrant (CV/E-127A) (https://www.saccourt.ca.gov/forms-fees/-folder-28-637) (original + 2 copies)

e SER-001 Request for Service (https://www.courts.ca.gov/documents/sero01.pdf) Of the bench warrant
(original + 2 copies)

e Sheriff’'s fee for service (currently $50 or $140 per warrant, depending on the court’s order;
see Sacramento Sheriff Fee Schedule (https://www.sacsheriff.com/documents/civil/FEE%20SCHEDULE.RC.pdf) fOr
up-to-date fee)

e Self-addressed, stamped envelope, if you would like a copy returned to you

After receiving your documents, the clerk will have the warrant signed by the judge, and will
forward the original to the Sheriff’'s Department for service. Once the warrant is served, the court
will set a hearing date for the debtor to respond to their failure to appear at the originally
scheduled hearing, and will notify you of the hearing date. You will need to appear at that
hearing to conduct the debtor examination.

@ Begin Your Collection Efforts

Once you have obtained information about the judgment debtor’s assets, you may begin your
collection efforts. There are numerous ways a judgment creditor may collect from a judgment
debtor. The method(s) used depend on the judgment debtor’s assets. For more information about
collection methods, see our series of Step-by-Step guides on Collecting Judgments

(https://www.saclaw.org/legal topic/enforcing-a-courts-judgment/) .
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FOR MORE INFORMATION

On the Web:

California Courts Self-Help Website - Get Information about the Debtor’s Assets

(https://selfhelp.courts.ca.gov/civil-lawsuit/judgment/collect/ask-debtor-exam) (https://selfhelp.courts.ca.gov/civil-
lawsuit/judgment/collect/ask-debtor-exam)

California Courts Self-Help Website - Sample Questions to Ask a Debtor

(https://selfhelp.courts.ca.gov/civil-lawsuit/judgment/collect/debtor-exam-questions)

Sacramento County Superior Court - Orders of Examination

(https://www.saccourt.ca.gov/divisions/civil/filing-guidelines-department-information)

Consumer debt cases:

California Courts Self-Help Website - How to Get a Debtor’'s Examination in Consumer Debt Cases

(https://selfhelp.courts.ca.gov/civil-lawsuit/judgment/collect/ask-debtor-exam-consumer-debt)

At the Law Library:

California Forms of Pleading and Practice KFC 1010 .A65 C3 (Ready Reference) Chap. 254
Electronic Access: On the Law Library’s computers, using Lexis Advance.

California Practice Guide: Enforcing Judgments and Debts KFC 1065 .A9 S3 Chap. 6G

Debt Collection Practice in California KFC 256 .C83 Chap. 8
Electronic Access: On the Law Library’s computers, using OnLaw.

Enforcing Civil Money Judgments: Here’s How and When to Do It KFC 1065 .065
Electronic Access: On the Law Library’s computers, using OnLaw.

How to Collect When You Win a Lawsuit KFC 1065 .Z9 S25 Chap. 6

Matthew Bender Practice Guide. California Debt Collection and Enforcement of
Judgments KFC 1065 .E5 M38 Chap. 10
Electronic Access: On the Law Library’s computers, using Lexis Advance.

Witkin’s California Procedure KFC 995 W58 (Ready Reference) Chap. 10
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Samples

AT-138/EJ-125
ATTORNEY OR PARTY WITHOUT ATTORNEY. STATE BAR NO.: FOR COURT USE ONLY
NAME: Calvin J. Creditor
FIRM NAME.
STREET ADDRESS: 2036 Donner Drive
CITY: Sacramento
TELEPHONE NO.: 916-123-4567
EMAIL ADDRESS: cereditor@email.com
ATTORNEY FOR (name): |n Pro Per
SUPERIOR COURT OF CALIFORNIA, COUNTY OF Sacramento
STREET ADDRESS: 500 G Street
MAILING ADDRESS: 500 G Street Court name, address, and branch.
CITY AND ZIP CODE: Sacramento. CA 95814
BRANCH NAME: Civil

Your name, address, and phone number. In
Pro Per means you're representing yourself.

PLAINTIFF/PETITIONER: Calvin J. Creditor
DEFENDANT/RESPONDENT: Doua J. Debtor

APPLICATION AND ORDER FOR APPEARANCE AND EXAMINATION S NG
[x] ENFORCEMENT OF JUDGMENT [_] ATTACHMENT (Third Person) 34.2020-00012345
[[x] Judgment Debtor or | Third Ferson\ Case Number

Instructions to the jud; incfoc L this foeon™s.
+ Complete the appiil_Check Enforcement of Judgment and Judgment Debtor or Third Person, as appropriate. |
= Do not use this form if you want to ask for an examination of the judgment debtor in a case where the judgment concerns consumer debt and was
awarded on or after January 1, 2025. Use Application and Order to Appear for Examination—Consumer Debt (form EJ-141) instead. (Code Civ.
Proc., § 708.111.)

Plaintiff’s and Defendant’s names as they appeared on the Complaint.

ORDER TO APPEAR FOR EXAMINATION
1. TO (name): Doug J. Debtor | Name of the person to be examined.

2. YOU ARE ORDERED TO APPEAR personally before this court, or before a referee appointed by the court, to
a. [x] give information to help enforce a money judgment against you. Check the box decribing the purpose of
b. [ give information about property of the judgment debtor in your posseq the examination. Use Box A if you are
debio; examining the debtor. Use Box B or C if you
c. [_] give information about property of the defendant in your possession d are examining a third person.

Name and address of court if different from above:
Hearing | Date: 7/16/2026 Time: 9am
Date Dept.: 11B Room: I Enter the date, time, and location of the examination.

3. This order may be served by a sheriff, marshal, registered process server, or the following specially appointed person (name):

Date:

JUDGE

This order must be served no less than 30 days before the date set for the examination,
or no less than 10 days before that date if the examination is of someone other than the judgment debtor.

IMPORTANT NOTICES ON PAGES 2, 3 AND 4
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Form Adopled for Mandatory Use APPLICATION AND ORDER FOR Code of Civil Procedure, §5 491.110,

Judicial Council of Califarnia 708.110, 708.120, 708.150, 708.170

AT-138/EJ-125 [Rev. Oct. 1, 2024] APPEARANCE AND EXAMINATION Whw.CouIts. 5. 0oy
(Attachment—Enforcement of Judgment)
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AT-138/EJ-1 ZSI

PLAINTIFF/PETITIONER:

DEFENDANTIRESPONDENT: I Enter party names and case number

I |
I Check the box that describes your role llDN FOR ORDER TO APPEAR FOR EXAMINATION
4. [x_] Original judgment creditor [ Assignee of record [ Plaintiff who has a right to attach order

applies for an order requiring (name): Doug J. Debtor J Name of the person being examined
to appear in court and give information to help enforce a ] el preperty or debt.

5. The person to be examined is
a. [x | the judgment debtor. I Check the box that describes the person being examinedl

b. [__] a third person (1) who has possession or control of property belonging to the judgment debtor or the defendant or
(2) who owes the judgment debtor or the defendant more than $250. An affidavit supporting this application under
Code of Civil Procedure section 491.110 or 708.120 is attached.

Check box 6 confirming that this is not a consumer debt. If it ISa
judgment for consumer debt, do not use this process!

6. [x_] This application is not subject to Code of Civil
judgment debtor to enforce a judgment that co

7. The person to be examined resides or has a place of BUsiness in

8. [ This courtis not the courl |f the statements in questions 8 or 9 are true, check[ court that issued the writ of

attachment. An affidavit s B 91.150 or 708.160 is attached.
the box and attach the described documents.

9. [_] The judgment debtor has od cause for another examination

is attached.

| declare under penalty of perjury under the laws of the State of California that the foregoing is true and correct.
Date: 6/02/2026

sl I e I Enter your name, date ill"td sign.

(TYPE OR PRINT NAME) (SIGNATURE OF DECLARANT)

Information for Judgment Creditor Regarding Service

If you want to be able to ask the court to enforce the order on the judgment debtor or any third person, you
must have a copy of the order personally served on the person to be examined by a sheriff, marshal,
registered process server, or the person appointed in item 3 of the order, and have a proof of service filed
with the court. You must have the order served at least 30 calendar days before the date of the examination
if the examination is of the judgment debtor, or at least 10 calendar days before the date of the examination if
the examination is of a third person.

If the examination is of a third person, you must also have a copy of the order served personally or by mail
on the judgment debtor at least 10 calendar days before the date of the examination.

IMPORTANT NOTICES ABOUT THE ORDER

APPEARANCE OF JUDGMENT DEBTOR (ENFORCEMENT OF JUDGMENT)
NOTICE TO JUDGMENT DEBTOR If you fail to appear at the time and place specified in this order,
you may be subject to arrest and punishment for contempt of court, and the court may make an
order requiring you to pay the reasonable attorney fees incurred by the judgment creditor in this
proceeding.

AT-138/EJ-125 [Rev. Oct 1, 2024] APPL'CAT|ON AND ORDER FOR Page 20f 4
APPEARANCE AND EXAMINATION
(Attachment—Enforcement of Judgment)
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