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Certificate of Rehabilitation: Cleaning
Up Felony Convictions when
Expungement Is Not Available

The granting of a Certificate or Rehabilitation restores some of the rights of citizenship that were
forfeited as a result of a felony conviction. It may also be used to relieve some persons convicted
of sex offenses of their registration requirements (see California Penal Code (PC) § 290.5

(http://leginfo.legislature.ca.gov/faces/codes displaySection.xhtml?sectionNum=290.5.&lawCode=PEN) for a list of offenses which
are not relieved from registration). The granting of a Certificate of Rehabilitation also acts as an
automatic application and recommendation for a pardon from the governor.

Templates and Forms

e Petition for Certificate of Rehabilitation and Pardon Form - PDF (https://saclaw.org/wp-
content/uploads/2023/04/cert-rehab-form-1.pdf)

e Notice of Filing of Petition for Certificate of Rehabilitation and Pardon - PDF (https://saclaw.org/wp-
content/uploads/2023/04/cert-rehab-form-2-1.pdf)

Receiving a Certificate of Rehabilitation serves as an official document to demonstrate a felon’s
rehabilitation; this may enhance the applicant’s employment options, and may be considered by
state licensing boards.

Related Guides on Similar Topics

e Sacramento County Superior Courts Criminal Case Dismissal (Expungement) Process
(https://www.saccourt.ca.gov/criminal/docs/1203-4-dismissal-process.pdf)
e Understanding the Sacramento Superior Court Expungment Packet

(https://www.saclaw.org/resource library/expungement-cleaning-up-a-criminal-record-understanding-sacramento-courts-expungement-
packet/)

It does not erase or seal the applicant’s criminal record or allow the applicant to state on an
employment application that he or she has no criminal convictions. Furthermore, it does not
prevent the conviction from being considered for later convictions, for example, in sentence
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enhancements under the “three-strikes” law, and may be rescinded for subsequent criminal acts.

There is no filing fee to file the Petition for Certificate of Rehabilitation and Pardon, and if you are
eligible to file, you are entitled to receive assistance from all rehabilitative agencies, including
the adult probation officer of the county, state parole officers, and the youth authority (if you are
under 30) (PC § 4852.04 (nttp://leginfo.legislature.ca.gov/faces/codes displaySection.xhtmI?lawCode=PEN&sectionNum=4852.04.)
). You may represent yourself, be represented by the attorney of your choosing, or by the public
defender (PC § 4852.01(a)

(http://leginfo.legislature.ca.gov/faces/codes displaySection.xhtmI?lawCode=PEN&sectionNum=4852.01.) ) .

Step-by-Step Instructions

@ Obtain Your Criminal Records

To complete the forms, you will need information regarding each felony conviction that you have,
including the date of the conviction, the specific charge or charges for which you were convicted,
the county of the conviction, and the sentence that was given. In addition, you will need to know
the date that you were released from prison or jail and/or discharged from parole or probation.

This information may be obtained through the court in which the conviction(s) took place, or you
may obtain a copy of your state criminal record through the California Department of Justice. You
may only obtain your own records from the Department of Justice. Information regarding this
request may be obtained through the Office of the Attorney General Web site at the California
Department of Justice: Criminal Records - Request Your Own (https://oag.ca.gov/fingerprints/record-review) .
Regardless of the number of convictions, you will be filing only a single petition.

@ Confirm Your Eligibility

You are ineligible for a Certificate of Rehabilitation if any of the following are true:

Are you eligible for expungement?
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e You were convicted only of misdemeanors (other than sex offenses defined in PC § 290
(http://leginfo.legislature.ca.gov/faces/codes displaySection.xhtml?sectionNum=290.5.&lawCode=PEN) , which were
subsequently expunged); and/or

Most misdemeanors and “wobblers” (felonies that could have been charged as misdemeanors)
may be expunged. Expungement is easier and has more benefits than a Certificate of
Rehabilitation. A recent change in the law, Prop. 47, added a number of non-violent felonies to
this list. See the Sacramento Superior Courts guide Criminal Case Dismissal (Expungement)
Process (https://www.saccourt.ca.gov/criminal/docs/1203-4-dismissal-process.pdf) if you think this may apply to you.

e Were convicted of any of PC §§ 286(c)

(http://leginfo.legislature.ca.gov/faces/codes displaySection.xhtmI?lawCode=PEN&sectionNum=286.) , 287

(https://leginfo.legislature.ca.gov/faces/codes displaySection.xhtml?sectionNum=287.&nodeTreePath=4.8.5&lawCode=PEN) , 288

(http://leginfo.legislature.ca.gov/faces/codes _displaySection.xhtml?lawCode=PEN&sectionNum=288.) , 288.5

(http://leginfo.legislature.ca.gov/faces/codes displaySection.xhtml?lawCode=PEN&sectionNum=288.5.) , OI 289 (|)

(http://leginfo.legislature.ca.gov/faces/codes displaySection.xhtml?lawCode=PEN&sectionNum=289.) , and/or
e Are serving mandatory life parole; and/or
e Were sent to state prison under a death sentence, and/or
e Are currently in military service.

Assuming that none of the above criteria render you ineligible, the specific requirements for
eligibility are listed in PC § 4852.01

(http://leginfo.legislature.ca.gov/faces/codes_displaySection.xhtml?lawCode=PEN&sectionNum=4852.01.) , but are summarized
below:

Release/Discharge Prior to May 13, 1943. You are eligible if you:

e Were convicted of a felony, and released from a California prison or other state institution;

and

e Were discharged on completion of your sentence or released on parole prior to May 13,
1943; and

e Have not been incarcerated in a state prison or other state penal institution since release;
and

e Have three years of residency in California immediately before filing the petition.
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Expunged Felony or Misdemeanor Sex Offenses. You may apply for a Certificate of
Rehabilitation if you:

Were convicted of a felony or misdemeanor sex offense specified in PC § 290
(http://leginfo.legislature.ca.gov/faces/codes displaySection.xhtml?sectionNum=290.&lawCode=PEN) , but subsequently

expunged the conviction pursuant to PC § 1203.4

(http://leginfo.legislature.ca.gov/faces/codes displaySection.xhtml?lawCode=PEN&sectionNum=1203.4.) , and

Have not been incarcerated since expungement; and

Are not on probation for any other felony, and

Have five years plus the additional period of rehabilitation specified in PC § 4852.03
(http://leginfo.legislature.ca.gov/faces/codes_displaySection.xhtml?sectionNum=4852.03.&lawCode=PEN) of residency in
California immediately prior to the filing of the petition:

Two years (for a total of seven years) if convicted of PC §§ 311.2(a)-(d)

(http://leginfo.legislature.ca.gov/faces/codes displaySection.xhtml?lawCode=PEN&sectionNum=311.2.) , 311.3

(http://leginfo.legislature.ca.gov/faces/codes _displaySection.xhtmI?lawCode=PEN&sectionNum=311.3.) , 311.10

(http://leginfo.legislature.ca.gov/faces/codes displaySection.xhtml?lawCode=PEN&sectionNum=311.10.) , OI 314

(http://leginfo.legislature.ca.gov/faces/codes displaySection.xhtml?lawCode=PEN&sectionNum=314.) ,

Five years (for a total of ten years) if convicted of any other offense requiring sex offender

registration.

Convicted on or After May 13, 1943. You may be eligible for a certificate rehabilitation if you:

Were in state prison on May 13, 1943 for a felony, or convicted of a felony after May 13,
1943, and served time in a state prison or other state institution or agency; and

Have five years plus the additional period of rehabilitation specified in PC § 4852.03
(http://leginfo.legislature.ca.gov/faces/codes _displaySection.xhtml?sectionNum=4852.03.&lawCode=PEN) of residency in
California immediately prior to the filing of the petition:

Four years (for a total of nine years) if you were convicted of violating PC §§ 187

(http://leginfo.legislature.ca.gov/faces/codes displaySection.xhtml?lawCode=PEN&sectionNum=187.) , 209

(http://leginfo.legislature.ca.gov/faces/codes displaySection.xhtml?lawCode=PEN&sectionNum=209.) , 219

(http://leginfo.legislature.ca.gov/faces/codes displaySection.xhtml?lawCode=PEN&sectionNum=219.) , 4500

(http://leginfo.legislature.ca.gov/faces/codes _displaySection.xhtmI?lawCode=PEN&sectionNum=4500.) , 18755

(http://leginfo.legislature.ca.gov/faces/codes displaySection.xhtml?lawCode=PEN&sectionNum=18755.) , OI California
Military and Veterans Code § 1672(a)
(http://leginfo.legislature.ca.gov/faces/codes_displaySection.xhtml?lawCode=MVC&sectionNum=1672.) , OF any other offense
which carries a life sentence (PC § 4852.03(a)(1)
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(http://leginfo.legislature.ca.gov/faces/codes displaySection.xhtml?sectionNum=4852.03.&lawCode=PEN) )
e Two years (for a total of seven years) for any other offense not described.

@ Complete the Required Forms

Instructions for completing the necessary forms are included at the end of this guide. Two forms
are needed to petition for a Certificate of Rehabilitation. They may both be picked up free of
charge from the Tani G. Cantil-Sakauye Courthouse (500 G Street), at the criminal filing counter,
or downloaded from the links at the top of this page.

@ Make Copies of the Documents

Make two copies of the Petition for Certificate of Rehabilitation and Pardon (FORM 1) as well as
the Notice of Filing of Petition for Certificate of Rehabilitation and Pardon (FORM 2).

Two-hole punch the top of the original, and staple each copy, and place the two copies
underneath the original of each document.

@ File Your Documents

File your Petition for Certificate of Rehabilitation and Pardon (and two copies) and present your
Notice of Filing of Petition for Certificate of Rehabilitation and Pardon (and two copies) at the
criminal filing desk of the Tani G. Cantil-Sakauye Courthouse (500 G Street). There is no filing
fee for filing these documents. The court will assign a hearing date, time, and department, and
note these on the Notice of Filing of Petition for Certificate of Rehabilitation and Pardon (FORM 2),
or otherwise notify you of the hearing date.

The court clerk will stamp and return the copies of the Petition to you. Make additional copies of
the filed Petition for Certificate of Rehabilitation and Pardon so that you have enough to provide
the Governor’s Office and each District Attorney with a copy.
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@ Serve Notice of Filing of Petition for Certificate of Rehabilitation

You must notify (1) the Governor’s Legal Affairs Office and (2) the District Attorney in each
county where you were convicted of an offense for which you want a Certificate of Rehabilitation.
They must be notified at least 30 days prior to the hearing. This is done by providing each person
with a copy of the Notice of Filing of Petition for Certificate of Rehabilitation and Pardon.

Governor’s Legal Affairs Office

Service to the Governor’s Legal Affairs Office may be performed by email at pardons@gov.ca.gov
or by regular mail. They do not accept in-person service.

e« Email: Have someone over the age of 18 who is not a party to the case (i.e., not you)
email or mail a copy of the Notice of Filing of Petition for Certificate of Rehabilitation and
Pardon (FORM 2), and preferably a courtesy copy of the Petition, to the office being served.

e Service by mail: To have the Governor’s Office served by mail, have someone over the
age of 18 who is not a party to the case (i.e., not you), mail a completed copy of the Notice
of Filing of Petition for Certificate of Rehabilitation and Pardon (FORM 2). As a courtesy, a
copy of the Petition should be sent as well. Information about the server and the details of
the mailing are written on the Affidavit of Service by Mail (page 2 of the Notice).

The person who served the Notice & Petition must then attest under the penalty of perjury that
he or she mailed the documents as stated in the Affidavit of Service by Mail in front of a notary
(that is, the server must sign the Affidavit in front of a notary). The notary then signs Affidavit of
Service by Mail.) This allows the court to have confidence that the person who mailed the Notice
& Petition is who they claim to be.

The address for mail service is:

Governor’s Office

Attn: Legal Affairs
State Capitol
Sacramento, CA 95814
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District Attorney’s Office:

Contact your DA'’s office to find out the best way to serve the papers on them. Having someone
mail them to the DA’s address and fill out and notarize the Affidavit of Service should work for
any office; follow the instructions above.

If you were convicted of all crimes in Sacramento County, the address for mail service is:

Sacramento County District Attorney
901 G St.
Sacramento, CA 95814

@ File the Notice of Filing of Petition with Signed Proof of Service

Once the Governor’s Office and the appropriate District Attorney(s) have been served, make two
copies of the Notice of Filing of Petition for Certificate of Rehabilitation and Pardon and the
attached Affidavit of Service and/or Notice of Service in Person, and file the original plus the two
copies with the court at 500 G Street. The court will stamp and return the copies.

Attend the Court Hearing

Make sure to attend the court hearing as the judge will make a determination as to whether to
grant the Certificate of Rehabilitation. Be prepared to discuss in detail the aspects of your crime,
and your life afterward. You may be represented by a private attorney of your choosing, the
Public Defender’s Office, or you may represent yourself. It is your responsibility to prove your
reformation to the court.

@ Automatic Application for Governor’s Pardon

If you are granted a Certificate of Rehabilitation, it serves as a recommendation for pardon. Your
Application and Certificate of Rehabilitation will automatically be forwarded to the Governor’s
office for consideration of your request.
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For help
Sacramento County Public Defender

700 H Street, Ste. 0270
(916) 874-6411
Services Provided: Assistance with Certificates of Rehabilitation
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Samples

Petition for Certificate of Rehabilitation and Pardon

a. FORM 1

IN THE SUPERIOR COURT OF THE STATE OF CALIFORNIA

IN AND FOR THE COUNTY OF SACRAMENTO = Z
County you are filing in
In the Matler of the Application of

PAUL QUINCY SAMPLE Your name, date of birth, and ClII

TR Al il N P Bafls 1 it

criminal record (“Rap Sheet”)

Date of Bisth os0snem

T Dy, Yo r 3

SACRAMENTO COUNTY PUBLIC LAW LIBRARY
609 9th St Sacramento, CA 95814 | 916-874-6012 | saclaw.org

Number. The Cll Number is on your

Cii Number oosotas |
Cri s S <~ Your criminal case number(s)

Ut i Grrral Came oot

PETITION FOR CERTIFICATE OF REHABILITATION AND PARDON

Pursuant fo Penal Code Sections 4852 07 and 4852 06

Date of most recent
felony conviction

The above-named applicant hereby respectfully represents and shows that:
FELONY HISTORY

fory canvictions mars! be ksded I you have sullered mere fan e (1) lolony comactans, sitach addibonal sheets folowing he same format |

\ Most Recent Felony Conviction

On or about @3 182001 . Iwas of the crime of PC 240 DISCHARGE FIREARM
—=he B ———— —T— ——
in the county of  SACRAMENTO » Califomia. My forthis of |dentify the crime
[y a— by code and
Commitment o state prison or other state institution a1 Fousow o description.
e T
O Ton fih sus; o state prison or other state instit
[[] Probaticn, after the ing p dings were suspe Describe your
sentence
Theraafter, on or aboul o&ura . lwas
Do vl Tot Sy
[ Chock appropriate box ]
[:] Discharged from state institution after completing my sentence;
Released on parole, from b finally discharged .
5 R y 08IDB/2006 .
e Describe how the

D Released fro istody on probaffon affgr serving a jail sentence; \ sentence ended.
[[] As a condition of my probation, s relelsed from custody after serving time in jail, SN0 SUCCESSTONY

completed my probation on . and obtained relief under Penal Code

L 4 e
section 1203.4 on
Dt 5253 & gartet by P Count

FORM A [inad 13158) [T S—p—— v e — -

Petition for Certificate of Rehabilitation and Pardon (page 1)
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Second Most Recent Felony Conviction

On or about 92102000 , | was convicted of the crime of PC 460{a) BURGLARY
Moem Day, Your e o e arwd Pens Code Yector,
in the county of SACRAMENTO , California. My sentence for this offense was:
[ Check appropriate bax]

If you had another
= conviction, complete this
[[] Probation with suspended sentence to state prison or other state institution: | section in the same way
you completed the
information regarding the
s, crov bt P, I was: most recent conviction,
but with information
regarding your second
most recent conviction.

Commitment to state prison or other state institution at FoLsou

[] Probation, after the sentencing proceedings were suspended.

[ Check apprpriate box |
|:| Discharged from state prison or other state institution after completing my ses

08

Released on parole, from which | was finally discharged
on

[C] Released from custady on probation after serving a jail sentence:

D As a condition of my probation, | was released from custody after serving time in jail, and successfully
completed my probation on , and oblained relief under Penal Code

probaten enaed
section 1203.4 on

Dt 12004 grisoied by Toe Courl

Third Most R t Felony Conviction

On or about . | was convicted of the crime of
Wordh Day, Yeur Indicate rome and Penal Code Sechon
in the county of . California. My sentence for this offense was:
[ Ghock bax ]
(] commitment to state prison or other state institution at If you had another conviction,

complete this section in the same

way you completed the information

[:l Probation, after the sentencing proceedings were suspended regarding the most recent

Tharssilisr: o or about [ convict'ion, but w[th information
TP regarding your third most recent

[ Checkapprepriatebar] | conviction.
D Discharged from state prison or other state institution after cos

D Probation with suspended sentence to state prison or other stj

If you had four or more felony
convictions, you may continue these
on additional pages using the same
D Released from custody on probation after serving a jail senter] format. You could duplicate this
second page, and change the
number of the convictions to

[[] Released on parole, from which | was finally discharged
on

E] As a condition of my probation, | was released from custody af

completed my probation on

DR o s it “Fourth” and “Fifth" most recent
sechion X n i

» R convictions.
FORM | {Revisnd 17188} Tha e stgaons Frince Tl

Petition for Certificate of Rehabilitation and Pardon (page 2)
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| am now a resident of the Stale of California, and | have continuously resided inthe Siate of Califormia

from Gouisss

RESIDENCY HISTORY

. 1o the present date. State the date you

During the period of my rehabilitation, | have lived an honest and upright life, congucied myseﬂ With
sobriety and industry, and exhibited good moral character. | have conformed to and obeyed all the laws

of the land.

WHEREFORE, Your petitioner prays that the Court make its order and decree declaring that the
petitioner has been rehabilitated; and for a Certificate of Rehabilitation recommending that the Governor
of the State of California grant petitioner a full pardon; and that for such purpose, a time be appointed for
the hearing of the foregoing petition; and that other gk by may be made in the

prermises.

FPaut Cuincy Sampte | 1012812015 |

=8
[ ———

most recently began

AP ECARY S CECEARATION residing in California.

Sign and date

e

Appican('s Sgnature Month Day, Year

123 ELM AVENUE

J

SACRAMENTO, CA 95555

Appicant's Street Address

Appicant's City, Stale ZIF Code

Your full address

FORM 1 {Rewisedt 17058

Tran ket oz purweard o Pava’ Code Secton 4857 18

Petition for Certificate of Rehabilitation and Pardon (page 3)
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Notice of Filing of Petition for Certificate of Rehabilitation

b. FORM 2

Write the county of

Complete with
your identifying
information and
the number(s)
of the criminal
case(s)

/’

Date of Birth
CHl Number

IN AND FOR THE COUNTY OF _ SACRAMENTO

the court

IN THE SUPERIOR COURT OF TH| OF CALIFORMNR

R oty of Faaerce

In the Matter of the Application of

PAUL QUINCY SAMPLE
Trie Apphcants Ful Mams - Fust Mioetn Lt ot Bt @ splatle

omsaT
[
boonae

Criminal Case

on 1, soreTeSD

Court 156 only

Tl ppcatie Creseal

NOTICE OF FILING OF PETITION FOR CERTIFICATE OF REHABILITATIO®MN. ,
Purguant lo Penal Code Sactions 4852 01 and 4852 05

\Write the county
where you reside

To the Governor of the State of California:

District Attorney, County of _SACRAMENTD
e r—

District Attorney, County of _SAcRaMENTS ;
T rarast Wy ey 5 it T,

District Attomey, County of _SACRAMENTO

Write the county of
each conviction in
the Petition

R ey

District Attorney, County of

el recart ey 1,y o fesmeeiir, § Sop it

You and Each of You Will Please Take Notice That On the

The date, time,

day
of

i e Bl o et for Cavifiale 0 Rehatiiteinn

Write the day you
filed your Petition

and department of |igned has filed a petition in the above-mentioned court(s) for a Certificate of Reh

the hearing is filled
in here.

of Chapter 3.5, Title 6, Pant 3 of the Penal Code of the State of

California, and that said p. has, by said court, been set for a hearing on day of
Toay stbaarmg
to commence at O am. O p.m., of said day, or as
soon . -
] Ty Write the city and
as the matter can be heard, in its courtroom, department stthe| state where the
= i
in the city ,county _‘___...---!m courthouse is
of of located.
Er o o e A
Pauk Cuincy Sample | 10/28)2015
Jepiewty Syranay At Dy, Your
123 ELM AVENUE —Y !
hpphcands Bpeel Adyem .
Sign and date
SACRAMENTO, CA 95555
Apphcants City Stata 3 Cose.
FORK D (Arviord 4750 4nar 18

Notice of Filing of Petition for Certificate of Rehabilitation (page 1)

Page 12

Certificate of Rehabilitation: Cleaning Up Felony Convictions when Expungement Is Not Available



k J SACRAMENTO COLITY SACRAMENTO COUNTY PUBLIC LAW LIBRARY
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Write the city and
county where the
affidavit is being made

AFFIDAVIT OF SERVICE BY MAI

Write the name

of the server
CALIFORNIA
W . County of Sacramento
I, Sam Server being first duly sworn, deposes, and says:

Fisl v - it Whde Lt aned S 1 applecatle

| am a citizen of the United States, am over the age of 18 years, and am not a pagh

Write the county and
address of the residence
or business of the server

proceeding. |am a resident of the County
of Sacramento

Write the date of service ness address is 987 Business Way

St et Mo

Sacramento, CA 85543 |

iy, e 1 Code

Onthe 10 day of Mov, 2015 .| served the attached Notice to each person listed below
Dty of e Moo Uhoel, Tewr
Gowernar's Office, Afn: Legal Affairs | Stats Capitol, Sacramento, CA 95814 | Sacramento |
Fll Karra - 7o Wi [ 07 el Sufn_ f appcatin e Coumty
Anne Mane Schuber | Sac County District Atty, 801 G Street, Sac CA 95814 | Sacramento |
U Warm - Pt bade Let 30 Go 1 Bpplc ity Tawnl et Courty
Identify the person(s) | |
e Fmsn e s e SEIVEd by mail, including ==
their address and county.
[T e — I Cady F

by placing a copy of this Notice in a sealed envelope and mailing it first class, postage pre-paid to each
person as listed above. There is a delivery service by United States mail at each of the places so

addressed, or there is a regular communication by mail between the place of mailing and each of the

places so addressed.

scribed ar Oy sefore me this daxaf
The server is sworn in by a notary, makes the statement under
penalty of perjury in front of the notary. The notary then signs and
impresses the Affidavit.

This dores was preper Frasa Section 445218

Notice of Filing of Petition for Certificate of Rehabilitation (page 2)
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NOTICE OF SERVICE IN PERSON
Receipt of copy of this Notice is hereby admitted this day of
Ty of e mcmts W Fowr
Governor's Office
State Capitol 5
Legal Affairs Division The top space is reserved
for the Governor's Office
Tl Mama of Govemors sl - TYPED o PRINTED ] [
| J
N Coveinors st - TITLE Wionth Diny, Year
Each section
has a SpOt for ceipt of copy of this Notice is hereby admitted this &' f
the person pLetcopy yaam -
a coe.:pt ing | The remaining
:‘SE N“I:e to ih Fame of Dvstnct Adicenay sl - TWPED o PIGHTED = Duatic: Amcrey wia® - SIGRHATURE Spac‘es are
|dentlfy_t he date used by District
the Notice was T— | Attorney offices
i ! Wionih Dy, Yaar
received, and to '
print, date, and
Sigl'l to identify ceipt of copy of this Notice is hereby admitted this day of
Gy of b roes o, Y
who accepted
the Notice. ] J
[ Ful Mame of Desbiet Ay 318 - TYPLD & FRINTED Thairict ARDmay S - GIGNATURE
| |
T Couniy Demna Aniomey Whoin Dy, You'
Receipt of copy of this Notice is hereby admitled this day of
Uy of P morsin o, Yo
T M of ENstrict Adiormey 1t - TYPED & PRINTED r Deanct ARcmay Gl - EIGNATURE |
Courty Deginct Aoy | Mont Day, Yo I
Receipt of copy of this Nolice is hereby admitied this day of
Dary of e morlh [T
Full Name of Dibrict Aoy sta® - 1YPED o PRINTED l District Aoy stsf |
| |
ity DAt Ay o Dy, Year
FORN 38 (Rrgws 07054 T L Prane. por 5

Notice of Filing of Petition for Certificate of Rehabilitation (page 3)
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