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INJUNCTIONS AGAINST THE DMV

Preventing Transfer of Title to Your Car
Disclaimer: This guide is intended as general information only. Your case may have factors
requiring different procedures or forms. The information and instructions are provided for
use in the Sacramento County Superior Court. Please keep in mind that each court may
have different requirements. If you need further assistance, consult a lawyer.
FORMS
There is no Judicial Council form for this procedure. Instead, the relevant documents
must be typed on 28-line pleading paper. Customizable templates may be downloaded
from these links:
o Complaint Template
www.saclaw.org/Uploads/files/Step-by-Step/DMV-complaint.rtf
o Ex Parte Application Template
www.saclaw.org/Uploads/files/Step-by-Step/DMV-ex-parte-application.rtf
o Declaration Template
www.saclaw.org/Uploads/files/Step-by-Step/DMV-declaration.rtf
o Proposed Order Template
www.saclaw.org/Uploads/files/Step-by-Step/DMV-proposed-order.rtf
o Declaration Re: Notice Template
www.saclaw.org/Uploads/files/Step-by-Step/DMV-decl-re-notice.rtf
o Courtesy Stop Notice
www.dmv.ca.gov/portal/wcm/connect/3f0e92ac-558d-421c-ab23354efd39b06b/reg500.pdf?MOD=AJPERES
Completed samples are attached at the end of this guide.
BACKGROUND
Warning! This is a lengthy and expensive process. If your car is
worth $10,000 or less, you may want to sue in small claims
court. It is much faster and less expensive. You can’t get an
injunction in small claims court, but starting the lawsuit may
convince the person who has your car to return it.

Do Not Let Your
Insurance Lapse!
As long as the car is in
your name, you must
keep it insured. Even
if you are not driving
the car, you may be
named in a lawsuit
over any accidents
that take place.

Although people are often told by DMV staff and others to go to
the court and “file an injunction,” it is not as simple as it sounds.
There is no single “form” to file with the court to obtain an
injunction. You must first research, write, and file a lawsuit, then
file an ex parte (shortened notice) application for a temporary
restraining order (TRO). The application requires writing and filing several documents.
(Samples of these documents are attached to this guide.) You must notify the other
parties (the person you think may transfer your car and the DMV) about the hearing,

and then attend the hearing yourself. The judge will grant or deny the TRO, and
schedule a hearing, called an Order to Show Cause or “OSC,” several weeks later for a
longer-lasting injunction.
STEP 1: RESEARCH & WRITE YOUR COMPLAINT & ALL ACCOMPANYING
PAPERS
1a: Write the complaint. You will probably file a limited civil case (seeking less than
$25,000 in damages), which entitles you to request a temporary injunction, lasting until
the case ends. * See the resources listed the end of this Guide for information on
researching and preparing your complaint with the appropriate causes of action (legal
basis for the lawsuit). Causes of action commonly used to sue someone who has
unauthorized possession of a car include “breach of contract,” “conversion,” and
“equitable right to possession,” but whether these or other causes of apply to your case
depends upon your specific facts. For more information, see our Legal Resource Guide
on “Filing a Lawsuit” at http://www.saclaw.org/pages/filing-a-lawsuit.aspx.
Whatever other causes of action (legal theories) you choose, you must also include one
cause of action for an injunction against the DMV. A customizable template including
this cause of action can be downloaded from the Law Library’s website. You will need to
fill in any blanks (gray boxes) to fit the specific facts of your case. Although this guide is
printed double-sided to save paper, you must print your documents single-sided; the
court will not accept double-sided documents. See the sample complaint at the end of
this Guide. You will also need the standard forms Summons (SUM-100)
(courts.ca.gov/documents/sum100.pdf) and Civil Case Cover Sheet (CM-010)
(courts.ca.gov/documents/cm010.pdf).
1b: Draft the Ex Parte Application for Temporary Restraining Order (TRO) and
related papers. The Complaint gets the case started. However, you must also file an
Ex Parte Application with the court to get the TRO. The Application consists of several
parts, samples of which are at the end of this Guide. Customizable templates of each
part can be downloaded from the Law Library’s website.
•

Ex Parte Application for Issuance of Temporary Restraining Order and
Order to Show Cause Re: Preliminary Injunction. This document asks the
court to temporarily prohibit the other party from taking an action, and asks that
the court order a later hearing to consider whether to issue an injunction lasting
until the end of the case.

•

Memorandum of Points and Authorities. The Memorandum of Points and
Authorities explains to the court the legal basis of the motion. In general,
injunctive relief and temporary restraining orders are governed by CCP §§ 525 et
seq. The grounds for a temporary restraining order are defined in CCP § 527.

*

If you need a permanent injunction, your lawsuit must be filed as an unlimited civil
case, even if you are not requesting $25,000 or more in damages; but normally you only
need a temporary injunction against the DMV. California Code of Civil Procedure (CCP)
§ 86(a)(8).
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•

Declaration. The Declaration is your sworn statement that you are asking the
court to consider as evidence in your case. It should state all of the facts
necessary for the court to consider, and have attached all of the Exhibits that you
wish the court to consider. Depending on the circumstances of your case, your
Declaration may be short or long. Regardless of length, it must be sufficient to
establish to the court’s satisfaction that the TRO is necessary.

•

Declaration Re: Notice. The court cannot issue a temporary restraining order
unless the requesting party or attorney declares that the opposing party or
attorney was notified of the date and time of the hearing a reasonable period of
time prior to the hearing, or that the requesting party or attorney has in good faith
attempted to provide this notice, but was unable to do so. If no notice was given,
the steps attempted need to be described.

•

[Proposed] Order. Along with your motion, you will need to submit a [Proposed]
Order granting your temporary restraining order and issuing an Order to Show
Cause for the judge to sign.
Declaration Tips

Your Declaration should be consistent with the facts set forth in your Complaint, but is
typically told in the first-person, since it is the statement of the person signing the declaration.
Unlike the complaint, which may contain facts for several causes of action, the declaration
supporting a request for a TRO should focus on the specific facts that the court must
consider in deciding whether to grant a TRO. You will sign it under penalty of perjury. Each
separate fact should be explained in a numbered paragraph, so that you can easily refer to
that fact in other documents.
The Declaration is the most important part of the Application, as the Declaration(s) and
Exhibits are likely the only thing the court will consider in deciding whether to grant your
request. Because there is no right to oral argument in an ex parte hearing, you cannot count
on arguing before the judge to fill in any missing details. Temporary restraining orders are
granted only in circumstances where the applicant shows that he or she will suffer great or
irreparable injury before the matter may be heard on notice, so be sure to include the facts
relevant for the court to determine this.
It is possible to have more than one supporting Declaration. If your Application relies on
statements by someone other than you, you should obtain a Declaration from the person
who made those statements to avoid problems with “hearsay.” Chapter 16 of Nolo’s book
Represent Yourself in Court, which is listed as a resource at the end of this Guide, has a
good, plain-English description of the evidence rules regarding hearsay. If obtaining a
Declaration from the person who made the statements is not possible, you will need to
research whether there is an exception to the hearsay rule that will allow the court to
consider your evidence.
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More Declaration Tips
Documents can be attached to a Declaration as Exhibits. In the Declaration, identify the
document with language such as:
I am the registered owner of a 2002 Toyota Corolla, license plate
number 3TXS596, Vehicle Identification Number (VIN) 7842084092307
(“the Vehicle”). A true and correct copy of the registration
certificate is attached as Exhibit “A.”
Photocopy the registration and write “Exhibit A” on the bottom of the first page. If an exhibit is
longer than one page, number each page. If you have other documents to submit, use the same
“true and correct” language to attach them as Exhibits B, C, and so forth. A number of rules of
evidence govern whether the court may consider a document, typically requiring the declarant to
set up a sufficient “foundation” for it to be considered within the declaration. Chapter 15 of
Represent Yourself in Court, on exhibits, has a good explanation of what is necessary to
establish to allow the court to consider different types of evidence.
Important: Sacramento County Superior Court requires each of the Exhibits in one of your sets
of copies be separated by a rigid sheet of card stock with a tab identifying the letter of the exhibit
on the bottom. Exhibits for the original and other copies should be separated by a blank piece of
pleading paper with their exhibit letter or number (for example, "Exhibit A") typed or written on
the bottom of the page.
Note: The Law Library sells card stock tabs at the Circulation Desk.

STEP 2: FILE THE LAWSUIT AND APPLICATION AND PAY THE FILING FEE
Make two copies of the Complaint, Summons, and Civil Case Cover Sheet. Make
three copies of the Ex Parte Application, Memorandum of Points and Authorities,
Declaration, and [Proposed] Order. Staple each of the copies, but leave the original
unstapled. Sacramento County Superior Court uses an electronic filing system in
which documents are scanned in electronically. Stapled originals are not accepted
because the staple will jam in the scanner, damaging both the document and the
scanner.
Take them to the Gordon D. Schaber Courthouse at 720 9th St., Sacramento, CA 95814
and file them. Pay the filing fee. As of the date of this document, the filing fee for an
unlimited civil case is $435; the fee for a limited civil case varies based on how much
you are requesting in damages. The fee for filing the Application is $60, but since you
will be filing the Application along with the Complaint, this fee will be waived. You can
check the current Sacramento County filing fees at www.saccourt.ca.gov/indexes/feesforms.aspx. If you qualify for a fee waiver, you may file a request with the court at the
same time. For more information, see the Step-by-Step guide on Fee Waivers on our
website at www.saclaw.org/pages/fee-waiver.aspx.
Do not use the drop box. Applications for TROs should be presented at the filing
window along with the Summons and Complaint (so that the motion department may be
determined, and a hearing date reserved).
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STEP 3: RESERVE YOUR HEARING DATE
If you are simultaneously filing the Application and a Complaint, you can reserve the
hearing date at the time of filing. If you need to schedule an ex parte hearing later in the
case, you must call the assigned department to reserve a hearing date. Cases that end
with an odd number are heard in Department 53 at 9:00 a.m.; cases ending with an even
number (including “0”) are heard in Department 54 at 1:30 p.m. Department 53 may be
reached at 916-874-7858. Department 54 may be reached at 974-784-7848.
STEP 4: DELIVER A COPY OF THE FILE-STAMPED COMPLAINT AND THE
COURTESY STOP NOTICE TO THE DMV
Once you have the file-stamped Complaint, you can attach it to a Courtesy Stop Notice
(REG-500) and file it with the DMV to prevent title from being transferred for 60 days.
You can fax it to 916-657-6056, or mail or deliver it to:
Department of Motor Vehicles
Registration Operations Division
Field Office Support Unit
Attn: Courtesy Stops
2415 First Ave., MS C250
Sacramento CA 95818
This automatically stops the DMV from transferring title for 60 days. You can submit the
Courtesy Stop Notice again if you need an extension at the end of that time (if you
haven’t gotten a TRO by then for some reason).
STEP 5: PROVIDE NOTICE OF THE APPLICATION AND COMPLETE THE
DECLARATION REGARDING NOTICE
The party asking for a TRO should notify all other attorneys or self-represented
parties of the hearing, typically by telephone, as early as possible. This notice must
be given no later than 10 a.m. the day before the hearing.
Notify the DMV at:
Department of Motor Vehicles, Legal Affairs Division
2415 First Avenue, Third Floor
Sacramento, CA 95818
916-657-6469 phone/916-657-6243 fax
After contacting (or attempting to contact) the other parties, complete the
Declaration Regarding Notice. The Declaration should indicate:
1. Who you spoke with and how and when you contacted that person;
2. That you notified this person of your ex parte application, including the date
and time of the hearing, as well as the nature of the hearing;
3. Whether the attorney or party stated they opposed or did not oppose your
request; and
4. Whether the attorney or party plans on attending the hearing.
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If an attorney or self-represented party cannot be reached, your Declaration
Regarding Notice must say so, and should describe the attempts you made to
provide notice. A customizable template of the Declaration Regarding Notice is
linked above. A sample with instructions is at the end of this guide.
Note: File the Declaration Regarding Notice by 10 a.m. the day before your hearing.
STEP 7: ATTEND THE HEARING
Attend your hearing. Department 53 and 54 are on the 3rd floor of 800 Ninth Street,
across the street from the main courthouse. In Sacramento, the judge will typically
consider the matter in chambers, and may simply notify you of the decision while you
wait. The judge may request that you present additional facts in chambers. In most
cases, the DMV does not oppose the temporary restraining order (TRO).
The judge will grant or deny the TRO, and schedule another hearing, called an Order to
Show Cause or “OSC,” several weeks later for a longer-lasting injunction.
STEP 8: AFTER THE HEARING, SERVE ALL PARTIES WITH COPIES OF ANY
ORDERS THE JUDGE ISSUED
Typically the order will indicate a date for an order to show cause for a preliminary
injunction, and may contain instructions regarding service. Unless all of the attorneys
and/or self-represented parties were present at the hearing and received the orders
from the court at the hearing, all should be served as soon as possible, so that they may
prepare for the hearing on the preliminary injunction. If a TRO is issued, the DMV must
be served personally.
Have someone (an adult who is NOT YOU) serve copies of the signed [Proposed]
Order on all parties. Have this person serve the Summons (SUM-100) and Complaint as
well, if you haven’t already done so. The person who is serving your papers for you will
sign a proof of service form: either a Proof of Personal Service (POS-020); a Proof of
Service by First Class Mail (POS-030); or if serving the Summons and Complaint, a
Proof of Service of Summons (POS-010) www.courts.ca.gov/documents/pos010.pdf.
The proof of service form should be completely filled out, but not signed. Make a copy
of the unsigned proof of service before proceeding.
The server must then personally deliver or mail a copy of the papers, along with a copy
of the unsigned proof of service form, on the DMV and other the defendant(s). The
server then signs the Proof of Service form, and gives the signed Proof of Service to
you. You then file the proof(s) of service with the court.
For more information on Proofs of Service, see the guides on our website at
www.saclaw.org/personal-service (personal service) and www.saclaw.org/mail-service
(service by mail).
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NEXT STEPS
The DMV’s lawyer may contact you to offer a stipulation to the injunction. If so, you can
probably submit the stipulation for the judge to sign, and cancel the OSC hearing.
Otherwise, you should attend the OSC hearing. For more information on this hearing,
see Step 9 of the guide on Requesting a Temporary Restraining Order, on our website
at www.saclaw.org/tro-guide.
To continue the case against the defendant who is withholding your car, you must have
them personally served with the Summons and Complaint. See our guide on Personal
Service on our website at www.saclaw.org/personal-service for more information.
If your case involves a person wrongfully withholding physical possession of your
vehicle from you, you can ask the judge to order them to give the car back right away.
This order is called a “writ of possession.” The writ of possession is not covered in this
Guide. Ask the Reference Librarian for information about writs of possession if you wish
to request one.
STEP 7: SERVE THE SIGNED TRO AND NOTICE OF OSC ON ALL PARTIES
Have someone (an adult who is NOT YOU) serve copies of the signed Proposed
Temporary Restraining Order and Order to Show Cause Re: Preliminary Injunction on
all parties. Have them serve the Summons (SUM-100) and Complaint as well, if you
haven’t already done so. The person who is serving your papers for you will sign a proof
of service form, typically either a Proof of Personal Service (POS-020) or a Proof of
Service by First Class Mail (POS-030).
The proof of service form should be completely filled out, but not signed. Make a copy
of the unsigned proof of service before proceeding.
The server must then personally deliver or mail a copy of the papers, along with a copy
of the unsigned proof of service form, on the DMV and other the defendant(s). The
server then signs the Proof of Service form, and gives the signed Proof of Service to
you.
For more information on Proofs of Service, see the guides on our website at
www.saclaw.org/personal-service (personal service) and www.saclaw.org/mail-service
(service by mail).
FOR MORE INFORMATION
On the Web
Sacramento County Superior Court
http://saccourt.ca.gov/civil/motions-hearings-exparte.aspx
“Ex Parte Motions”
This page explains the procedures for civil ex parte motions in Sacramento. The ex parte
application in this guide will take place under the Law and Motion procedures.
At the Law Library
California Forms of Pleading and Practice KFC 1010 .A65 C3
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Chapter 303, “Injunctions,” has in-depth information on temporary restraining orders and
injunctions. Other chapters have sample complaints for various causes of action which you
may use to write your Complaint (Step 1a), including:
• Chapter 119, “Claim and Delivery,” includes a sample complaint for “possession of
personal property.”
• Chapter 140, “Contract,” includes sample complaints for various breach of contract
situations.
• Chapter 150, “Conversion,” includes sample complaints for “conversion.”
Electronic Access: On the Law Library’s computers, using the Matthew Bender CD.
Win Your Lawsuit KFC 968 .D86
This book does not cover restraining orders, but it can help you draft the underlying
complaint. It contains sample filled-out forms for breach of contract, personal injury, and
related causes of action.
Electronic Access: From any computer (Library or home) via the Legal Information
Reference Center. Instructions are available on our website at www.saclaw.org/pages/
nolo-ebooks.aspx.
Represent Yourself in Court KF 8841 .B47
This book contains information on preparing for and conducting hearings. Chapter 16
has a good, plain-English description of the evidence rules, including hearsay.
Electronic Access: From any computer (Library or home) via the Legal Information
Reference Center. Instructions are available on our website at www.saclaw.org/pages/
nolo-ebooks.aspx.
California Causes of Action KFC 1003 .C35
This book describes many of the common causes of action. It comes with a CD-ROM
with sample complaints that you can easily download and customize.
California Points and Authorities KFC 1010 .B4 (Ready Reference)
Electronic Access: On the Law Library's computers, using the Matthew Bender CD.
California Practice Guide: California Law & Motion Model Forms
KFC 1012 .A65 P37
Electronic Access: On the Law Library's computers, using WestlawNext.
California Practice Guide: California Law and Motion Authorities KFC 1012 .P37
Electronic Access: On the Law Library's computers, using WestlawNext.

IF YOU HAVE QUESTIONS ABOUT THIS GUIDE, OR IF YOU NEED HELP FINDING OR
USING THE MATERIALS LISTED, DON’T HESITATE TO ASK A REFERENCE LIBRARIAN.

H:\public\LRG-SBS\SbSs\1N PROGRESS\DMV\sbs-injunctions-against-the-dmv.docx
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1

Name: Peter Plaintiff

2

Address: 4679 Oak Drive

3
4

City, State, ZIP: Sacramento, CA 95814
Phone: 916-555-9975

IMPORTANT: RED boxes and arrows are
instructions, and are not part of your completed
document. Text that appears in BLUE is text you
will change to fit your case. When you print your
document, be sure to use BLACK ink for your text.
THE COURT WILL REJECT YOUR DOCUMENTS
IF THEY HAVE BLUE TYPE!

5
6

Peter Plaintiff

7

Plaintiff In Pro Per

8
9
10

SUPERIOR COURT OF THE STATE OF CALIFORNIA

11

FOR THE COUNTY OF SACRAMENTO

12
13
14
15
16
17
18
19
20
21
22
23
24
25
26

)
)
)
Plaintiff,
)
)
vs.
)
)
Doug Defendant
)
)
Defendant
)
)
vs.
)
)
name of current DMV Director;
)
DOES 1–5;
)
AND STATE OF CALIFORNIA
)
DEPARTMENT OF MOTOR VEHICLES, and )
DOES 1-5,
Peter Plaintiff

You will receive a case
number when you file
your complaint (Step 4).
If you don’t have the
information to complete
a section, leave that
part blank.

Case No.: 34-2012-12345678
___________________
COMPLAINT FOR CONVERSION, AND FOR
TEMPORARY RESTRAINING ORDER, AND
PRELIMINARY AND PERMANENT
INJUNCTIONS

Defendants
Plaintiff alleges:
GENERAL ALLEGATIONS APPLICABLE TO ALL CAUSES OF ACTION

27
28

- 1 COMPLAINT FOR CONVERSION; AND FOR TEMPORARY RESTRAINING ORDER, AND
PRELIMINARY AND PERMANENT INJUNCTIONS

1
2
3
4
5
6
7
8

1. Plaintiff Peter Plaintiff is, and at all times herein mentioned
was, a natural person residing in Sacramento County, California.
2. Defendant Doug Defendant is, and at all times herein mentioned
was, a resident of Sacramento County, California.
3. Plaintiff is informed and believes, and thereon alleges, that
defendant fill in name of current DMV Director, in his/her official
capacity only, is the Director of the California Department of Motor
Vehicles, and has official authority to accomplish all of the matters

9

herein requested of the Court.
10
11
12
13

4. Plaintiff is informed and believes, and thereon alleges, that
defendant State of California Department of Motor Vehicles (“DMV”) is the
official and duly constituted governmental entity with the exclusive

14

authority and ability to record and effect the public record of transfers

15

of title of motor vehicles in the State of California.

16

5. Plaintiff is ignorant of the true names and capacities of

17

defendants sued herein as DOES 1–5, inclusive, and therefore sues these

18

defendants by such fictitious names. Plaintiff will amend this complaint

19

to allege their true names and capacities when ascertained.

20
21

6. Plaintiff is the registered owner of a 2002 Toyota Corolla,
license plate number 3TXS596, Vehicle Identification Number (VIN)

22
23
24

7842084092307 (“the Vehicle”).

A true and correct copy of the

registration certificate is attached as Exhibit “A.”

25

7. Describe how the defendant obtained the Vehicle.

26

8. Describe your efforts to get the Vehicle back.

27

9. Describe what facts cause you to think the defendant may try to

28

sell the Vehicle.

- 2 COMPLAINT FOR CONVERSION; AND FOR TEMPORARY RESTRAINING ORDER, AND
PRELIMINARY AND PERMANENT INJUNCTIONS

10. Add additional numbered paragraphs if necessary.

1
2

FIRST CAUSE OF ACTION AGAINST DEFENDANTS

3
4

______________________________ AND DOES 1-5 ONLY

5
6
7
8
9

Insert appropriate cause(s) of action against the person or people who has
your car. Number each paragraph, continuing the numbers from the previous
section. See the librarian for more information about researching and
writing this section.

10
11

This # should be the # of your last CAUSE OF ACTION AGAINST

12
13

DEFENDANTS ___________________________________________, DMV, AND DOES 6-25

14

ONLY

15

(For temporary restraining order and preliminary injunction)
11. The allegations in paragraphs 1- last paragraph # above above

16
17

are re-alleged and incorporated herein by reference.

18
19

13. Defendant Doug Defendant may sell the Vehicle at any time. Unless a

20

temporary restraining order is granted, the DMV’s routine transfer of

21

title would be in violation of plaintiff’s rights as alleged above,

22
23
24
25
26
27
28

/
/
/
/
/
/
/
/
/
/
- 3 COMPLAINT FOR CONVERSION; AND FOR TEMPORARY RESTRAINING ORDER, AND
PRELIMINARY AND PERMANENT INJUNCTIONS

1

tending to render a later judgment ineffectual, and would cause him/her

2

great or irreparable injury through the loss of possession and control of

3

his/her personal property, for which there is no adequate remedy at law.

4
5
6
7
8

14.

The requested temporary restraining order and preliminary

injunction will prevent the multiplicity of suits which may be otherwise
be required to determine rights, liabilities and damages as between
plaintiff, defendant, and any third-party purchaser(s).
15. Because the sale and transfer of the Vehicle may occur at any

9

time, this injury may occur before the matter can be heard on notice.
10
11
12
13

WHEREFORE, plaintiff prays judgment as follows:
1. For an order requiring defendants Current Director of DMV and DMV

14

to show cause, if any they have, why they should not be enjoined as set

15

forth in this complaint, during the pendency of this action;

16

2. For a temporary restraining order and a preliminary injunction

17

enjoining defendants Current Director of DMV and DMV, and their agents,

18

servants, and employees, and all persons acting under, in concert with, or

19

for them, from:

20
21

a. transferring any right, title, or interest in or to the

2002

Toyota Corolla, license plate number 3TXS596, Vehicle

22
23
24
25

Identification Number (VIN) 7842084092307 (“the Vehicle”),
c. registering or reregistering the Vehicle under its
registration number in the name of any new owner; issuing

26

any new registration card or certificate of ownership or

27

title to the Vehicle;

28

- 4 COMPLAINT FOR CONVERSION; AND FOR TEMPORARY RESTRAINING ORDER, AND
PRELIMINARY AND PERMANENT INJUNCTIONS

1

3. For possession of the personal property described above or, if

2

the property cannot be delivered, for its value according to proof,

3

against defendant Doug Defendant and Does 1-5;

4
5
6
7
8

4. For damages according to proof, against defendant Doug Defendant
and Does 1-5;
[5. For exemplary and punitive damages against defendant Doug
Defendant and Does 1-5;
7. For costs of suit herein incurred; and

9

8. For such other and further relief as the court may deem proper.
10
11
12
13

DATED:

DATE

Peter Plaintiff
Peter Plaintiff
In Pro Per

14
15
16
17
18
19
20
21
22
23
24
25
26
27
28

- 5 COMPLAINT FOR CONVERSION; AND FOR TEMPORARY RESTRAINING ORDER, AND
PRELIMINARY AND PERMANENT INJUNCTIONS

1

Name: Peter Plaintiff

2

Address: 4679 Oak Drive

3
4

City, State, ZIP: Sacramento, CA 95814

IMPORTANT: RED boxes and arrows are
instructions, and are not part of your completed
document. Text that appears in BLUE is text you
will change to fit your case. When you print your
document, be sure to use BLACK ink for your text.
THE COURT WILL REJECT YOUR DOCUMENTS
IF THEY HAVE BLUE TYPE!

Phone: 916-555-9975

5
6

Peter Plaintiff

7

Plaintiff In Pro Per

8
9
10

SUPERIOR COURT OF THE STATE OF CALIFORNIA

11

FOR THE COUNTY OF SACRAMENTO

12
13
14
15
16
17
18
19
20
21
22
23

)
)
)
Plaintiff,
)
)
vs.
)
)
Doug Defendant
)
)
Defendant
)
)
vs.
)
)
name of current DMV Director;
)
DOES 1–5;
)
AND STATE OF CALIFORNIA DEPARTMENT )
OF MOTOR VEHICLES, and DOES 1-5, )
Peter Plaintiff

Case No.: 34-2012-12345678
EX PARTE APPLICATION FOR TEMPORARY
RESTRAINING ORDER AND ORDER TO
SHOW CAUSE RE PRELIMINARY
INJUNCTION
Date: ___________________
Time:_________ __________
Location:
__________________ _
Judge:
___________________
Date Action Filed:
____________
Trial Date: _____

Defendants

24
25

Plaintiff Peter Plaintiff applies for a temporary restraining order
restraining defendants State of California Department of Motor Vehicles

26

(“DMV”) and name of current DMV Director in his/her official capacity as
27

Director of the DMV, and their agents, servants, and employees, from the
28

- 1 EX PARTE APPLICATION FOR TEMPORARY RESTRAINING ORDER AND ORDER TO
SHOW CAUSE RE PRELIMINARY INJUNCTION

1

following acts:

2

a. transferring any right, title, or interest in or to the 2002

3

Toyota Corolla, license plate number 3TXS596, Vehicle Identification

4

Number (VIN) 7842084092307 (“the Vehicle”),
b. registering or reregistering the Vehicle under its registration

5
6
7
8
9

number in the name of any new owner;
c. issuing any new registration card or certificate of ownership or
title to the Vehicle;
and for an order to show cause why a preliminary injunction should not be

10

granted enjoining defendants and their agents, servants, and employees,

11

from performing the above described act(s) during the pendency of this

12
13
14

action.
This application is made on the ground(s) that commission of such
act would be in violation of plaintiff’s right to possession and control

15
16
17
18
19
20
21
22

of the vehicle, tending to render the judgment ineffectual, and on the
further ground that commission of the act would produce waste, or great or
irreparable injury, to plaintiff before the matter can be heard on notice.
Plaintiff has not previously applied for to any judicial officer for
similar relief.
This application is based on the complaint on file in this case, and
on the declaration(s) filed along with this application.

23
24
25
26

DATE: _________________

Peter Plaintiff
Peter Plaintiff
In Pro Per

27
28

- 2 EX PARTE APPLICATION FOR TEMPORARY RESTRAINING ORDER AND ORDER TO
SHOW CAUSE RE PRELIMINARY INJUNCTION

1
2
3
4
5
6
7
8
9
10
11
12
13
14
15
16
17
18
19
20
21
22
23
24
25
26
27
28

- 3 EX PARTE APPLICATION FOR TEMPORARY RESTRAINING ORDER AND ORDER TO
SHOW CAUSE RE PRELIMINARY INJUNCTION

1

Name: Peter Plaintiff

2

Address: 4679 Oak Drive

3
4

IMPORTANT: RED boxes and arrows are
instructions, and are not part of your completed
document. Text that appears in BLUE is text you
will change to fit your case. When you print your
document, be sure to use BLACK ink for your text.
THE COURT WILL REJECT YOUR DOCUMENTS
IF THEY HAVE BLUE TYPE!

City, State, ZIP: Sacramento, CA 95814
Phone: 916-555-9975

5
6

Peter Plaintiff, IN PRO PER

7
8
9

SUPERIOR COURT OF THE STATE OF CALIFORNIA

10

FOR THE COUNTY OF SACRAMENTO

11
12
13
14
15
16
17
18
19
20
21
22

)
)
)
Plaintiff,
)
)
vs.
)
)
Doug Defendant
)
)
Defendant
)
)
vs.
)
)
name of current DMV Director;
)
DOES 1–5;
)
AND STATE OF CALIFORNIA DEPARTMENT )
OF MOTOR VEHICLES, and DOES 1-5, )
Peter Plaintiff

Defendants

You will receive a case
number when you file
your complaint (Step 4).
If you don’t have the
information to complete
a section, leave that
part blank.

Case No.: _34-2012-12345678
___________________
DECLARATION OF Peter Plaintiff
IN SUPPORT OF EX PARTE APPLICATION
FOR TEMPORARY RESTRAINING ORDER
AND ORDER TO SHOW CAUSE RE
PRELIMINARY INJUNCTION
Set your date, time and
Date: ___________________
department for the ex
Time: ___________________
parte hearing. Be sure
Location: ___________________
Judge: ___________________
to read the instructions
Date Action Filed: ____________
(Step 4) on reserving a

Trial Date:

date. If you don’t have
the information to
complete a section,
leave that part blank.

23
24
25

I, Peter Plaintiff, declare:
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- 1 DECLARATION OF PETER PLAINTIFF IN SUPPORT OF EX PARTY APPLICATION
FOR TEMPORARY RESTRAINING ORDER AND ORDER TO SHOW CAUSE RE
PRELIMINARY INJUNCTION

1

1. I am the plaintiff in this action and make this declaration in

2

support of my application for a temporary restraining order and order to

3

show cause re preliminary injunction.

4

2. I am informed and believe, and thereon allege, that defendant Current

5

DMV Director, in his/her official capacity only, is, and was at all times

6
7
8

herein mentioned, the Director of the California Department of Motor
Vehicles, and has, and had, official authority to accomplish all of the
matters herein requested of the Court.

9

3. I am informed and believe, and thereon allege, that defendant
10
11
12
13
14
15

State of California Department of Motor Vehicles (“DMV”) is the official
and duly constituted governmental entity with the exclusive authority and
ability to record and effect the public record of transfers of title of
motor vehicles in the State of California.
4.

I am the true, sole and only registered owner of a 2002 Toyota

16

Corolla, license plate number 3TXS596, Vehicle Identification Number

17

(VIN) 7842084092307 (“the Vehicle”).

18
19
20

A true and correct copy of the

registration, title, other proof is attached hereto as Exhibit “A” and
made a part of this application.
5. Describe how the defendant obtained the Vehicle.

21

6. Describe your efforts to get the Vehicle back.
22
23
24
25

7. Describe what facts cause you to think the defendant may try to
sell the Vehicle.
8. Add additional numbered paragraphs if necessary.

26
27
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- 2 DECLARATION OF PETER PLAINTIFF IN SUPPORT OF EX PARTY APPLICATION
FOR TEMPORARY RESTRAINING ORDER AND ORDER TO SHOW CAUSE RE
PRELIMINARY INJUNCTION

1

9.

Defendant Doug Defendant may sell the Vehicle at any time.

2

Unless a temporary restraining order is granted, the DMV’s routine

3

transfer of title would be in violation of my rights to possession and

4
5
6

control of the Vehicle, tending to render a later judgment ineffectual,
and would cause me great or irreparable injury, depriving me of possession
and control of a Vehicle of which I am the owner.

7

10. Because the sale and transfer of the Vehicle may occur at any
8
9
10
11

time, this injury may occur before the matter can be heard on notice.
11. The above facts are within my personal knowledge and I am
competent to testify to their truth if called as a witness.

12
13

I declare under penalty of perjury under the laws of the State of

14

California that the foregoing is true and correct.

15
16
17
18

DATE: _________________

Peter Plaintiff
Peter Plaintiff

19
20
21
22
23
24
25
26
27
28

- 3 DECLARATION OF PETER PLAINTIFF IN SUPPORT OF EX PARTY APPLICATION
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PRELIMINARY INJUNCTION

1

IMPORTANT: RED boxes and arrows are
instructions, and are not part of your completed
document. Text that appears in BLUE is text you
will change to fit your case. When you print your
motion, be sure to use BLACK ink for your text.
THE COURT WILL REJECT YOUR DOCUMENTS
IF THEY HAVE BLUE TYPE!

Name: Peter Plaintiff

2

Address: 4679 Oak Drive

3

City, State, ZIP: Sacramento, CA 95814

4

Phone: 916-555-9975

5
6
7

Peter Plaintiff, IN PRO PER

8
9

SUPERIOR COURT OF THE STATE OF CALIFORNIA
10

FOR THE COUNTY OF SACRAMENTO
11
12
13
14
15
16
17
18
19
20
21
22
23

)
)
)
Plaintiff,
)
)
vs.
)
)
Doug Defendant
)
)
Defendant
)
)
vs.
)
)
name of current DMV Director;
)
DOES 1–5;
)
AND STATE OF CALIFORNIA DEPARTMENT )
OF MOTOR VEHICLES, and DOES 1-5, )
Peter Plaintiff

Case No.:
34-2012-12345678__________________
DECLARATION OF Peter Plaintiff
RE ADVANCE NOTIFICATION IN SUPPORT
OF TEMPORARY RESTRAINING ORDER AND
ORDER TO SHOW CAUSE RE PRELIMINARY
INJUNCTION
Date: ___________________
Time:_________ __________
Location:
__________________ _
Judge:
___________________
Date Action Filed:
____________
Trial Date: _____

Defendants

24
25

I, Peter Plaintiff, declare:

26
27

- 1 -

28

DECLARATION OF PETER PLAINTIFF RE ADVANCE NOTIFICATION IN SUPPORT
OF TEMPORARY RESTRAINING ORDER AND ORDER TO SHOW CAUSE RE
PRELIMINARY INJUNCTION

1

1. I am the plaintiff in the above-described action.

2
3

2. On DATE, at TIME, I informed Doug Defendant by

Telephone

4

Faxed letter

Other (explain):

5

___________________________________________________________________
6
7
8
9
10

___________________________________________________________________
that the above application for a temporary restraining order and
order to show cause would be made on DATE AND TIME at DEPARTMENT AND
ADDRESS.

11
12

3. He/she responded as follows:

13

__________________________________________________________________

14

___________________________________________________________________

15

__________________________________________________________________.

16

Therefore, I
17
18
19

expect

do not expect

could not determine whether

to expect opposition to the application.

20
21

2. In good faith I attempted to inform CURRENT DMV DIRECTOR of the

22

time and place the above application for a temporary restraining

23

order and order to show cause would be made. I DESCRIBE EFFORTS:

24

___________________________________________________________________

25

___________________________________________________________________

26
27

- 2 -

28

DECLARATION OF PETER PLAINTIFF RE ADVANCE NOTIFICATION IN SUPPORT
OF TEMPORARY RESTRAINING ORDER AND ORDER TO SHOW CAUSE RE
PRELIMINARY INJUNCTION

1

___________________________________________________________________.

2

However, I was unable to make contact.

3
4

2. Notice to name of DOE 1 of the time and place the above application

5

for a temporary restraining order should not be required for the

6

following reasons:
7

__________________________________________________________________
8

__________________________________________________________________
9

__________________________________________________________________.
10
11

Repeat whichever option

12

for Paragraph 2 (and

13

Paragraph 3, if

14

applicable) applies for
15

each party in the case.
16
17

I declare under penalty of perjury under the laws of the State of

18

California that the foregoing is true and correct.

19
20

DATE:

_____

21
22
23
24

Peter Plaintiff_____
Peter Plaintiff

25
26
27

- 3 -

28

DECLARATION OF PETER PLAINTIFF RE ADVANCE NOTIFICATION IN SUPPORT
OF TEMPORARY RESTRAINING ORDER AND ORDER TO SHOW CAUSE RE
PRELIMINARY INJUNCTION

1

Name: Peter Plaintiff

2

Address: 4679 Oak Drive

3
4

City, State, ZIP: Sacramento, CA 95814
Phone: 916-555-9975

IMPORTANT: RED boxes and arrows are
instructions, and are not part of your completed
document. Text that appears in BLUE is text you
will change to fit your case. When you print your
document, be sure to use BLACK ink for your text.
THE COURT WILL REJECT YOUR DOCUMENTS
IF THEY HAVE BLUE TYPE!

5
6

Peter Plaintiff

7

Plaintiff In Pro Per

8
9
10

SUPERIOR COURT OF THE STATE OF CALIFORNIA

11

FOR THE COUNTY OF SACRAMENTO

12
13
14
15
16
17
18
19
20
21
22
23

)
)
)
Plaintiff,
)
)
vs.
)
)
Doug Defendant
)
)
Defendant
)
)
vs.
)
)
name of current DMV Director;
)
DOES 1–5;
)
AND STATE OF CALIFORNIA DEPARTMENT )
OF MOTOR VEHICLES, and DOES 1-5, )
Peter Plaintiff

Case No.: 34-2012-12345678
[PROPOSED] TEMPORARY RESTRAINING
ORDER AND ORDER TO SHOW CAUSE RE
PRELIMINARY INJUNCTION
Date: ___________________
Time:_________ __________
Location:
__________________ _
Judge:
___________________
Date Action Filed:
____________
Trial Date: _____

Defendants

24
25

On reading the complaint of plaintiff on file in the above-entitled action

26

and the accompanying declaration(s), it appears to the satisfaction of the

27

court that this is a proper case for granting an order to show cause for a

28

preliminary injunction and a temporary restraining order, and that, unless

- 1 TEMPORARY RESTRAINING ORDER AND ORDER TO SHOW CAUSE RE PRELIMINARY
INJUNCTION

1

the temporary restraining order prayed for be granted, great or

2

irreparable injury will result to plaintiff before the matter can be heard

3

on notice.

4

IT IS ORDERED that, pending the hearing and determination of the order to

5

show cause, the above-named defendants, and each of them, and their

6
7
8

officers, agents, employees, representatives, and all persons acting in
concert or participating with them, are restrained and enjoined from
engaging in or performing, directly or indirectly, any and all of the

9

following acts:
10

a. transferring any right, title, or interest in or to the
11
12
13
14
15
16
17
18
19
20

2002 Toyota

Corolla, license plate number 3TXS596, Vehicle Identification
Number (VIN) 7842084092307 (“the Vehicle”),
b. registering or reregistering the Vehicle under its registration
number in the name of any new owner;
c. issuing any new registration card or certificate of ownership or
title to the Vehicle.
IT IS FURTHER ORDERED that the above-named defendants, and each of them,
appear in Department ____________________ of this court, located at
________________________________ (address), ___________________ (city), on

21

____________________ (date), at _________________ (time), or as soon
22
23
24
25

thereafter as the matter may be heard, then and there to show cause, if
any they have, why they and their agents, servants, employees, and
representatives, and all persons acting in concert or participating with

26

them, should not be enjoined and restrained during the pendency of this

27

action from engaging in, committing, or performing, directly or

28

indirectly, any and all of the following acts:

- 2 TEMPORARY RESTRAINING ORDER AND ORDER TO SHOW CAUSE RE PRELIMINARY
INJUNCTION

1

a. transferring any right, title, or interest in or to the

2002

2

Toyota Corolla, license plate number 3TXS596, Vehicle

3

Identification Number (VIN) 7842084092307 (“the Vehicle”),

4
5
6

b. registering or reregistering the Vehicle under its registration
number in the name of any new owner;
c. issuing any new registration card or certificate of ownership or

7

title to the Vehicle.
8
9
10
11

IT IS FURTHER ORDERED that:
a. Plaintiff shall serve this order to show cause on defendants in the
following time and manner:

12

_________________________________________________________________________.

13

b. Proof of service must be delivered to the court hearing the OSC on:

14

_________________________________________________________________________.

15

c. The parties shall adhere to the following briefing schedule:

16

_________________________________________________________________________.

17
18
19
20

IT IS FURTHER ORDERED that copies of the complaint, declaration(s), and
this order to show cause and temporary restraining order be served the
parties against whom this order is made not later than ___________ (date).

21
22
23
24
25

Dated: ____________________.
___________________________________
Judge of the Superior Court

26
27
28

- 3 TEMPORARY RESTRAINING ORDER AND ORDER TO SHOW CAUSE RE PRELIMINARY
INJUNCTION

